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—Milton Newberry Frantz. 


Nirvana, Evansburg 
Collegeville, Pennsylvania 
The Rev. Marsby J. Roth, D.D., Trinity Church, Hanover, Pa. 
(The 50th Anniversary of this Church and the 38th Anniversary of 
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One Day at a Time 


Let one day, Lord, just one day at a time And, Father, let me not look down the road 


aN Concern me through this coming year of days. That I have traveled, with regret or shame, 


i Let me not fret to pierce the Future’s haze, Or spurn contemptuously the heavy load 

vy Nor chafe at present bonds, nor deem it crime That had been mine to bear; but KEEP A FLAME 
*)\ That aught for which I yearn must go unhad, Of eager burning, never failing light 

ey That happiness should sometimes pass me by— Within my heart to make this ONE day bright! 

ot That heartaches come to make me question “Why?” 

‘2 Give me to know Life cannot ALL be glad! —Grace Harner Poffenberger. 
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THE NEW CHURCH AND THE NEW 
GERMANY 


Perhaps no one in America has had 
more intimate contact with the leaders of 
the German Churehes than Dr. Charles 8. 
Macfarland, Secretary Emeritus of the 
Federal Council of Churches. He has vis- 
ited Germany 17 times for conference 
with the leaders of the Churches, officials, 
and theological professors. He knows 
them intimately, their differing points of 
view ecclesiastically and theologically and 
understands the German temperament. 
When, with the accession of Adolf Hitler 
to practically autocratic power and his 
immediate endeavor to line up _ the 
Churehes in the unification of Germany 
and to make the Churches an integral 
part of his nationalization scheme, insist- 
ing that there should be only one Chureh 
just as there was to be only one political 
party, a German Church in a German 
State, he met with unexpected opposition 
which has since developed into open re- 
bellion—as I write these words on Jan, 12 
the morning papers are full of the upris- 
ing of the Churches all over Germany. It 
seemed wise, therefore, that some one 
should go to Germany and make a thor- 
ough study of the whole religious situa- 
tion. Dr. Macfarland was asked to go. He 
went to Geneva, not knowing how the 
German Government would react to the 
idea. Somewhat to his surprise, he re- 
ceived the most cordial invitation to come 
to Germany, and every channel for his 
studies was opened to him—interviews 
with leaders of all branches of the 
Chureh, with State officials and even with 
Adolf Hitler himself. He spent a consider- 
able part of October and November in 
these studies and interviews—interview- 
ing some sixty officials and eminent 
Church leaders—both clerical and lay. The 
result of this study has just been given 
to the publie in a most remarkable book, 
“The New Church and the New Germany: 
A Study of Chureh and State” (The Mac- 
millan Company). It is the first thorough 
study of the whole complex and distress- 
ing situation and is bound to have a wide 
reading in both America and Europe. In- 
deed, one can hardly understand the situ- 
ation or grasp the significance of what is 
going on in Germany so far as Church and 
State is concerned without reading this 
book. The value of the book is greatly 
enhanced by the inelusion of the various 
manifestos by different parties in the 
Church as well as by the Government, and 
by the printing in full, in an appendix, 
of the Constitution of the German Evan- 
gelical Church, The Marburg Statement 
on the Aryan Paragraph and the text of 
the Concordat between the Vatican and 
the German Empire—a remarkably inter- 
esting and significant document, the end 
of which is not yet. 

After a survey of the political and re- 
ligious conditions which led up to the 
creation of the New Evangelical Church 
of Germany, which soon came to be known 
as “German Christians’—a name given it 
by Hitler himself, Dr. Macfarland devotes 
30 pages to the story of the founding of 
the new Church, its aims and ideals, its 
attempt at organization, its vicissitudes— 
which have been many—its somewhat 
fruitless endeavor to reconcile the con- 
flicting points of view in its own body 
as to just what its relation to the State 
was to be and finally its attitude toward 
the free religious bodies and those mem- 
bers of the Eyangelical Church—a grow- 
ing minority—who refused to be swallow- 
ed up by the State. The fear of many 
Church leaders that the New Church was 
but to be an arm of the National Social- 
ists for carrying out the Government’s 


scheme of national unification was soon 
justified by the high-handed manner in 
which Chaplain Mueller was foisted upon 
the Chureh by Hitler, in spite of the fact 
that the Federation of Churches wanted 
Pastor Friederich von Bodelschwingh 
elected as the first bishop of the Reich. 
The ery of force and intimidation was 
justly raised—but in vain. How far the 
State is to dominate the Chureh—a dom- 
ination feared by a growing number of 
Church people—remains to be seen. At 
the beginning a body of State Commis- 
sioners was formed to take the place of 
Chureh authorities in running Church af- 
fairs. But there was so widespread a pro- 
test that this was soon dismissed. Bishop 
Mueller in an address on Aug. 25 ex- 
plicitly and emphatically asserted that the 
German Evangelical Church was not a 
State Church, and then said: “The Ger- 
man Evangelical Chureh receives its 
fundamental authority from the Gospel 
alone. The unchangeable foundation of 
the German Evangelical Church is the 
Gospel of Jesus Christ as it is revealed 
in the Holy Scriptures and brought into 
the light anew in the ereeds of the Re- 
formation.” On the other hand, Hitler 
expressed himself as follows: “In the in- 
terest of the revival of the German na- 
tion, which is the aim of the National 
Socialist movement, it is’. ... my wish 
that the new Church elections should re- 
sult in supporting and strengthening our 
new national and State politics. The State 
is willing to guarantee the spiritual lib- 
erty of religious life and, therefore, be- 
lieves it her right to hope that the lead- 
ing denominational force will support in 
its turn the liberty of the nation. But 
this guaranty can only be achieved by 
the forces of a vivid movement which un- 
derstands the events of the present time. 
In my opinion, these forees are to be 
found in the first place among those mem- 
bers of the Evangelical Church who, as 
‘German Christians’, agree with the Na- 
tional Social State of their own free will.” 
As a matter of fact, the dominating, 
younger, hot-headed, extreme Nationalists 
have shown that it shall be “their own 
free will to agree” whether they actually 
do or not, and it is that that has brought 
into being “The New Reformation Move- 
ment”’—sometimes called “The Gospel and 
Church Movement” within the Evangelical 
Church. 


In the 11th Chapter—another very sig- 
nificant part of this book—Dr. Macfarland 
has gone into the story of the conflict be- 
tween those who would make the Church 
the handmaid of the State and those who, 
while following Hitler politically and 
while seeking a new and revivified Church, 
would keep the Church absolutely free 
from dominance by the State and free to 
elect its own officers, prescribe its own 
program, carry on its own educational 
and missionary life and be free to eriti- 
cize the State when it feels the State is 
pursuing an un-Christian course—as in 
the matter of the now famous Aryan 
elause, which would prohibit any one not 
of pure Aryan blood holding office in the 
Chureh—a clause which was, of course, 
aimed directly against the Jews. At the 
time of Dr. Macfarland’s visit this pro- 
testing party, “The New Reformation 
Movement,” was beginning to “find it- 
self.” Consisting then of about two thou- 
sand pastors, not then highly organized, 
it was attracting the attention of the 
Church officials who soon saw its smoulder- 
ing strength. Since this book was written 
it has grown with great strides both in 
numbers and in power until it has achiev- 
ed influence enough to compel Bishop 
Mueller to summon the State Bishops to 


a conference—to meet tomorrow, Jan. 13 
—to discuss the complete reorganization 
of the New Evangelical Chureh cabinet, 
all of whose members have resigned in 
protest over various attitudes and ae- 
tions of the Church governing body. Dr. 
Macfarland prints the various manifestos 
of this group as well as the pronounee- 
ment of the whole body in July which 
first secured for the group national atten- 
tion, and the Address of Two Thousand 
Pastors to the National Synod of the 
Evangelical Church which met at Witten- 
berg in September. I wish there was room 
to print these documents here, for they 
are just now bearing fruit beyond what 
their authors dared dream at the time. 
They insist that the manner in which new 
orders have been introduced into Church 
has brought consternation to an immense 
number of loyal Christians; that the 
Chureh has not allowed minorities to be 
heard, and that the majority party has 
exerted violence and thereby transformed 
the Church of Jesus Christ into a secular 
dominion; laws have been enacted that 
are incompatible with Holy Scripture and 
with the Church Confession of Faith, one 
of them being the Aryan Paragraph; the 
Church Magistracy is greatly endangered 
by the fact that both ministers and pres- 
byters are persecuted because they cannot 
make up their minds to join or follow the 
group which has, at present, the power of 
the Chureh. This famous pronouncement 
closes with the words: ‘We will therefore 
not cease to fight against all that destroys 
the Chureh in her very essence. We will 
not cease to protest aloud against any 
violation of the Confession of Faith. We 
shall not cease to work for the building 
up of the Evangelical Church in Germany, 
thereby keeping our vow of ordination in 
faithful constancy.” As Dr. Macfarland 
intimates, Hatler did not realize until too 
late the sort of people he had to deal 
with when he ran counter to the re- 
ligious convictions of the German Pro- 
testants. He is now finding out. 

Dr. Macfarland tells the whole story of 
the Aryan legislation and reports many 
interviews on the Jewish question, This 
question is so much bigger than we in 
America realize that I should like to come 
back to it in a future article. It is not 
simply a sporadic hatred of the Jews, but 
it is a part of a fundamental philosophy 
of blood and race, and as Dr. Macfarland 
reports the many conversations he had upon 
the subject, questions were raised which 
America has got to answer as well as 
Germany. There are also in Germany 
many free religious groups—Baptists, 
Methodists, others—and while their posi- 
tion has been rather lost sight of in these 
larger issues, they too are wondering just 
what is going to happen to them. Prom- 
ises of perfect freedom to pursue their 
own course are very good, but what are 
they worth when a State reaches that 
stage where it has no concern for any- 
thing that does not actively ally itself 
with its own program? As for the big 
Atheistical groups, they are faring well 
in one regard, for they are without ex- 
ception devout Hitlerites when they are 
not Communists—and no Communist dares 
show his face in Germany just at present. 
On the other hand, the Atheists are dis- 
turbed by the continuous insistence by 
Hitler that the foundation of the New 
Germanv must be distinetly and emphat- 
ically Christian, and sometimes he gives 
the impression that he considers anyone 
who is not an ardent Christian no better 
than a Jew. Dr. Maefarland devotes a 
chapter to the Youth Movement. While 
the famous Hitler Youth Groups do not 
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LAUGHING AT TOMORROW 


(Chapel Talk on Jan. 8, 1934, the first day of school after 
the Christmas vacation, by the President of the 
Mission House) 


“She laugheth at the time to come,” Proverbs 31:25. 
Another version says, ‘““And she laughs at the days to come.” 

We have just passed through one of the most difficult 
twelve-months in the history of our nation. Many of us 
will not shed tears at the passing of 1933. But can we 
face the new year with the confidence manifested by the 
woman spoken of in our text? “Strong and secure is her 
position; she can afford to laugh looking ahead,” is still 
another version of Proverbs 31:25. 


Judging from the context, the laughter of this woman is 
not the laughter of the fool. A fool is known by his laugh- 
ter of ignorance and frivolity. Neither is it the attitude 
of the uncivilized, who in his simple manner of living feels 
no need of providing for tomorrow. She belongs to a group 
that must needs look ahead and prepare for tomorrow. 

But wherein lies the secret of the strength and security 
of her position? Let me tell you. She is described as a 
worthy, virtuous, and prudent woman before Jehovah. 
In other words, she has been in the presence of Jehovah. 
Those who have been in His presence and continually live 
in His presence can “afford to laugh looking ahead”, for 
God is the author of life and the Father who takes a per- 
sonal interest in His children. This virtuous woman built 
her life upon true foundations. Fellow students, which are 
the foundations whereon we will build in 1934? 

Surely our gathering in chapel each day indicates an 
interest in a spiritual foundation. “If Goud is for us, who 
is against us? He that spared not His own son, but de- 
livered Him up for us all, how shall He not also with Him 
’ freely give us all things?” Therefore, “O Jehovah, in the 
morning shalt Thou hear my voice; in the morning will 
I order my prayer unto Thee, and will keep watch.” To 
build on Christ (1 Cor. 3:11) is to build upon the rock 
(Mt. 7:24). 


Again, we want to lay a foundation intellectually. In the 


class room we require knowledge. We can afford to laugh 
looking ahead if our minds are trained to enable us to make 
intelligent use tomorrow of the facts we gather today. 
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Finally, let us not forget the physical foundation. Each 
individual is given a body which he, as it were, is to inhabit 
during the entire tenure of his life upon earth. Not one 
of us will ever have another body so long as we live on 
earth. It is the part of wisdom, therefore, to so use the 
physical body that its vital energies and forces be protected, 
preserved, and developed. Thus the body becomes a fit 
instrument for its God-intended use, a blessing and a joy 
to ourselves and others, and a temple of the Holy Spirit. 

May our position become strong and secure, and may 
we, too, be numbered among those who can afford to face 
the future with confidence and joy. 

—PAUL GROSSHUESCH. 


* * * 


KILLED IN ACTION 


It seems to us that one of the finest things Mr. Heywood 
Broun has done in his literary career was the writing of 
his tribute to the late Travis Harvard Whitney, the man 
who recently collapsed at his desk, in the Civil Works Ad- 
ministration of New York. Surely the heroic story of this 
man’s service needs to be recorded as an inspiration to all 
soldiers of the common good. In eloquent words, Mr. 
Broun tells of the urgency in the soul of this “tall, gaunt 
man, with deep sunken eyes,” who knew he was critically 
ill when he took the difficult assignment, and whose physi- 
cian had warned him of the absolute necessity of rest and 
the probability of an operation. He was out to find jobs 
for 200,000 unfortunate men, and he meant at any cost to 
do it before he died. He would brook no delay, for the 
tramp of the marching multitudes’ of unemployed was 
sounding ceaselessly in his heart. His was a “rush job”, 
in which every minute was md#tle to count. We make no 
apology for quoting quite extensively from this inspiring 
tribute : 

“William James said that mankind must find a moral 
equivalent for war. Blow, bugles, blow, and let us put a 
ribbon with palms upon the breast of Travis Harvard 
Whitney! No soldier could have been more gallant than 
the man who crumpled at his desk in the Civil Works Ad- 
ministration. Before he would submit to being taken to 
the hospital where he died, Whitney insisted on giving 
directions to his assistants as to how the work should go 
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on. He was torn with agony, but it was his commitment 
to put 200,000 men and women back to work. That was 
just something which had to be done... 

“And he set himself to win that race. Two hundred 
thousand jobs before the end came. I think it was Lord 
Nelson who had an ensign lash him to a mast at the battle 
of Trafalgar. Whitney’s courage was better than that. 
He chained himself to his desk by a sheer act of will. The 
people around could see him grow dead gray in the late 
hours. Almost you could hear the step of his adversary 
advancing. But all he said was: ‘We must hurry. He felt 
not only the pains of his own physical torture but the bite 
of the wind upon the bodies of men who walked the streets 
without shelter. 

“T don’t know what the economic philosophy of Travis 
Whitney may have been. He didn’t have time to talk about 
it. ‘Some Day’ just couldn’t fit into his scheme of things. 
His thought was of 200,000 jobs which must be made and 
handed out without delay. He had the harassed look of a 
flapjack cook in a lumber camp. ‘Right away’ rang in his 
ears like a trumpet call. He couldn’t make the life force 
last until he had surged across the line. They put him on 
his shield and carried him away, and I hope that on his 
tomb will be written, ‘Killed in action.’ 

“Unquestionably this shambling, thin man peering a 
little dubiously through his glasses had a concern. It was 
a passion. I suppose it is a little difficult to make paper 
work seem as exciting or romantic as cavalry charges. But 
you see he had found his moral equivalent for war. And 
1 rather think that when next I hear the word ‘heroism’ my 
immediate mental association will not be that of any brass 
hat on a hill but of Travis Whitney bent over his desk. 
And maybe I will see him as a man against the sky. And 
I will hear him as he says: ‘More gently, death, come 
slower. Don’t touch me until my job is done.’ ”’ 

If such an outstanding passion to help the needy were 
found among the leaders of every community, how soon 
the running sores in our body politic could be healed! 


* K 
THEY BELONG TOGETHER 


No folly is greater than that which sets Christian evan- 
gelism and Christian education over against each other, as 
though they were rivals instead of allies. Indeed we have long 
felt that these two are like unto the two handles of a gal- 
vanic battery: you cannot really feel the thrill of Divine 
love and grace unless you. grasp both and complete the 
circuit. 

The eminent English preacher, Dr. George Jackson, put 
it succinctly when he said: “Evangelism which is afraid of 
scholarship has only a maimed gospel, which will only 
commend itself to maimed men. Scholarship without an 
evangel is as futile as the wheeling of swallows round the 
Church steeple. Yoke them into a common service, and 
the Kingdom of Heaven will have come nigh unto us.” 

In his invigorating article in the Christian Century on 
“Religious Education Tomorrow”, which we commend for 
your study, Prof. Halford E. Luccock, of Yale Divinity 
School, protests against the idea of treating Religious Edu- 
cation in the “false isolation of an unreal entity,” as though 
it were separated from and unrelated to the whole life and 
membership of the Church, and exposes the indifference 
of many preachers to this central obligation, as though 
their own oratorical exploits were more important than 
leadership training, instruction of youth, adult education, 
and all the essentials of an up-to-date educational program. 
He is persuaded that the basic defect in our religious edu- 
cation has been “the tragic lack of realistic understanding 
of the nature and effect on Shuman life of the forces domi- 
nating our world and conditioning the spiritual as well as 
the economic life of millions.” He deplores our frequent 
lack of understanding, our cowardly yielding to an unwise 
and unprogressive ecclesiastical pressure, our superficial 
optimism and sentimentalism, and our ready acceptance of 
the common psychological pattern of ‘harmonious adapta- 
tion to environment”, when the Cross of Jesus is “the eternal 
symbol of an unadjusted personality in an evil world.” He 
demands a species of character education which stresses the 
elements of character “desperately needed in the revolu- 
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tionary enterprise of making a Christlike world.” More- 
over, he laments the exaltation of methodology and tech- 
nique above the practical Christian task, and calls for a new 
mind that sees the far-reaching and radical future of that 
task and does not shrink from any available means for put- 
ting the mind of Christ into the mind of the world. Here 
is a genuine call to reality. 


* * * 


STANDING AND WAITING 


For several weeks, morning after morning, we have 
passed long lines of men and women, half a square from 
our office, waiting to be registered at the Penna. State 
Employment Bureau, corner 15th and Cherry Sts. Some 
mornings there are at least 300 or 400 of them. Some have 
stood in line since early morning, hoping and perhaps pray- 
ing that they may be given work and the chance of earning 
enough to feed themselves and their families, as well as 
buy fuel to keep them warm. The past two mornings the 
North winds have been biting cold. These men and women, 
shivering, were fairly hugging the sides of the buildings, 
to escape if possible the cutting winds. How we have 
pitied them! How we have wished that somehow there 
would be employment enough for all of them! Their faces 
have haunted us as we have gone to our warm and com- 
fortable office. 


As we have thought of them, we could not refrain from 
wondering what would be the effect upon the Christian 
Church—the Reformed Church, if all the unemployed men 
and women, members who are literally doing nothing to 
advance the interests of the Kingdom of God, would stand 
in line and ask for work, Kingdom work, service that 
would be as spiritual meat and drink for them; warmth 
that would make their hearts glow and burn—would they 
be assigned to duty? Would their local congregation be 
ready to employ them or to direct them to the places where 
their services are most needed? Out there are the lines 
of men and women who have never been brought to Christ, 
who have never been invited to labor in the Lord’s vineyard. 
If they are ever to hear such an invitation, it must be— 
humanly speaking—given to them by the confessed fol- 
lowers of Jesus Christ, which means—by you or me. 


—A. M.S. 


*x* * * 


THE ATHENIAN OATH 


The Hon. Fiorello H. LaGuardia, who has entered upon 
the high office of Mayor of the City of New York with 
such fine promise of stemming the tide of prodigality and 
corruption and of reaching new heights in an honest and 
progressive administration of the affairs of a great Amer- 
ican city, gave an admirable radio address on the day of his 
inauguration in which he invoked the ideals which enabled 
the capital of ancient Greece to meet a great crisis in its 
history. He adopted as the pledge of his own heart a Free 
English translation of the Athenian Oath, the solemn pledge 
of civic duty used as a rallying cry by Lycurgus (396-323 
B. C.), the eminent Attic philosopher and statesman, who 
was a pupil of both Plato and Isocrates, and who joined 
with Demosthenes in opposing the influence of Philip of 
Macedonia. 
a terribly disordered state that Lycurgus came into power, 
after the city had been dominated by the luxury-loving 
Antipater. The similarity in conditions in the American 
metropolis makes especially appropriate the use of this 
great civic pledge, which may well be memorized and made 
the solemn assurance of every civic leader in America. It 
is as follows: 


“We will never bring disgrace to this, our city, by any 
act of dishonesty or cowardice, nor ever desert our suffer- — 
ing comrades in the ranks. We will fight for our ideals 
and the sacred things of the city, both alone and with 
many. We will revere and obey the city’s laws and do our 
best to incite a like respect in those above us who are prone 
to annul them and set them at naught. We will strive un- 
ceasingly to quicken the sense of civic duty. Thus, in all 
these ways, we will transmit this city not less but far 
greater and more beautiful than it was transmitted to us.” 


It was when the affairs of Athens were in ~ 
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A WORD ABOUT PRISONS 


Sherwood Eddy in his interesting book, “The Challenge 
of Russia,” describes the conditions that obtain in that 
country of many perplexing problems in regard to the 
treatment accorded to prisoners. The chapter on prisons 
in Russia, if we may depend on his statements, would read 
much like the famous chapter on snakes in Ireland: “There 
are no snakes in Ireland!” The prisons in Russia appear 
to be “‘farms” rather than penitentiaries. Even Soviet 
Russia seems to have found a better method of caring for 
its social offenders—excepting those who offend against 
Sovietism—than that of confining them within prison walls. 
Those who commit offences against the Soviet rule receive 
more drastic treatment—more frequently are speedily 
executed. 


The prison problem in America is exceedingly difficult 
and needs careful study. Within the past few years there 
have been serious riots in many of the prisons, resulting 
in the slaying of both prisoners and civilians and in the 
destruction of much valuable property. Only a few days 
since the press reported a violent revolt in a Pennsylvania 
prison. As reported, there was no loss of life, but it caused 
the destruction of thousands of dollars worth of property. 
In the past four or five years there have been many of 
these outbreaks, east and west. Guns are surreptitiously 
conveyed to desperate inmates by their outside “pals”, and 
these desperadoes take command temporarily of the prison. 
It is needless to assert that such a situation is very serious. 
It is all of a piece with the banditry that is raging all over 
the country, and must be corrected or pandemonium will 
rule. 


What is the explanation for these prison riots and out- 
breaks? There is not space here for more than the briefest 
answer to that inquiry. The first and chiefest cause is to 
be found in the character and capacity of the prison of fi- 
cers. They are largely political appointees, and too often 
enter upon the discharge of their duties without regard to 
experience or capability. It is quite time for our univer- 
sities to open courses in prison administration, and for legis- 
latures to provide that appointees, especially to the higher 
positions, shall attain a standing equivalent to that required 
for a college professorship; and all subordinates should be 
selected under civil service rules and retain their positions 
during good behavior. 

Another cause for the riots is the overcrowded condition 
of the prisons. A cell designed for one prisoner should 
contain at least 500 cubic feet, but many of these little 
rooms (?) contain less than half that space and often two, 
‘and occasionally three, men are thrust into that narrow 
space. Is it amazing that such unfortunates sometimes 
rebel ? 

A further cause for the riots is the brutality of officers 
and guards. Because a man has committed a crime is no 
good reason why he should be subjected to kicks and curses 
while behind the bars, and sometimes “the worm turns!” 
It is quite time that it should be understood that social of- 
fenders are mentally or morally sick, not infrequently phys- 
ically sick also. It is desirable that those in charge of them 
should be expert in caring for such patients. It does not 
mend a broken man—whether the breaking is physical, 
mental or spiritual—to beat him, or belabor him with oaths, 
or otherwise abuse him. 

Our law-makers and prison officials should study the Rus- 
sian methods of caring for social offenders, or those em- 
ployed on the San Ramon farm in Mindanao in the Philip- 
pines. —G. S. R. 

* * * 


A TOPIC THAT IS TABOO 


A few years ago we heard a prominent Philadelphian 
make this statement about his next door neighbér: “She 
gives ninety-five per cent of all her time and thought to 
her body, four and nine-tenths per cent to her mind, and 
the remaining one-tenth of one per cent to her immortal 
soul.” We do not know how nearly correct this estimate 
was. It is safe to say, however, that if that particular 
woman gave one-tenth of one per cent of her time and 
thought to the interests of her soul, she was giving to these 
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most important concerns more time and thought than a 
considerable number of other folks in Philadelphia—or 
other communities. 


One of our most brilliant columnists reported the other 
day that while watching the play, “Outward Bound” (one 
of the most serious and thought-provoking plays of recent 
years, which deals with the fate of the soul after death), 
the audiences laughed at the wrong places. “They did the 
same at the motion picture version, and maybe you can tell 
me why,” writes Don Rose. ‘Possibly it is because the 
average American gets jittery and jumpy when told that 
he may have an immortal soul, and what is he going to do 
about it?” 


In this connection we recall what a prominent publicist 
said not long ago. “If there is one thing,” he declared, “in 
which the American people cannot claim to specialize, it is 
in spirituality.” What shall we say about such grave charges 
as these? We will probably admit that there is enough 
truth in them to leave a sting. 


Here, also, judgment must begin at the House of God. 
It is said that the term “soul-saving’” has become almost 
obsolete in some Churches, not only among the laity, but 
even among pastors, and that some congregations are more 
intent on providing ethical and intellectual stimulus, or even 
on providing agreeable entertainment for the people, than 
on emphasizing the primacy of the immortal soul. Here, 
also, is food for a great deal of serious thinking. 


* * * 


BALAAM’S ASS—UP-TO-DATE MODEL 


We read recently a newspaper clipping and comment 
about an old mule that had plowed cotton down South for 
seven years, and had been trained to walk between cotton 
rows carefully and not to trample on the growing stalks. 
The owner of this mule joined in the agreement with the 
Government to plow up part of his crop. He hitched the 
mule to the plow but she refused to pull. Although the 
owner and his sons tried all day to force the stubborn 
animal to pull, they failed. The old mule simply would 
not plow up cotton. 


The Cincinnati Advocate prints the suggestion of a 
Southern pastor to the effect that this mule may be a 
descendant of Balaam’s famous animal, which rebuked the 
prophet for his stupidity, and may be speaking mule sense 
where human wisdom is lacking in the present times. The 
pastor even thinks that the mule may be a forerunner of 
some political aspirant, who will run for office on an anti- 
destruction platform. It is suggested that ‘‘the time may 
have come when rocks as well as dumb animals will break 
silence in protest against certain wise men who are too 
silent on some issues and too vociferous on others.” 


At any rate, quite a number of folks, like our friend 
Justus Timberline, are skeptical about the plans to destroy 
cotton and limit wheat acreages and swine production. It 
is not altogether impossible even today that men, if they 
are wise enough, can learn some necessary lessons from 
mules. 

ee Aa 


“THE NEW CHURCH AND THE NEW GERMANY” 


This is surely a fascinating and timely theme—and it 
should require no urging to read the important new book 
by Dr. Charles S. Macfarland, which is so ably and ap- 
preciatively reviewed in this issue by Dr. Frederick Lynch. 
We assuredly agree with him that this book is likely to make 
a “big stir” both here and in Germany. Dr. Macfarland, 
now General Secretary Emeritus of the Federal Council 
of the Churches, is so well known among us and the high 
quality of his service to the cause of Protestantism so 
universally esteemed, that his study of the tremendous 
problems involved is sure to receive wide attention. Be- 
sides, we can testify personally that it is intensely interest- 
ing—one of those books that is very hard to put down once 
you have started it. The price is $2.25. Why not order 
your copy at once from Mr. Geo. W. Waidner, 1505 Race 
St.? You don’t want to miss this? 
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MUSINGS OF THE SAGE 


The Sage observed the woman smoker. 
modern woman is no novelty, for George Washington’s 
The use of the cigarette by woman 
remains, however, something novel, and it is somewhat of 
a menace to society on account of the danger of fires. 
since the days of Sir Walter 


mother smoked a pipe. 


has become accustomed, 


Raleigh, to handle fire when he smoked. 
occasioned by female smoking than is generally known; 
the mysterious fires in homes show that. 
menace it would be an excellent idea for the women of 
today to smoke pipes like their grandmothers did. They 


Smoking by the 


Man 
More fires are 


To curb this 


should, however, have the old-fashioned pepper-box lid on 


their pipes. This would give women a safe and sane smoke ; 
and then, after they became “fire-wise”, they could experi- 
ment with Luckies, Camels, and even Melochrinos! 


The modern woman’s smoking is hard on their babies, 
for the ashes of the cigarette will get into the baby’s eyes 
now and then. In the view of the casual observer, this female 
habit of indulging in ‘‘smokes” will surely lead “young 
America” to smoking long before the law allows it. 

But the adage, “what fools we mortals be,” applies to the 
feminine gender too, and the Sage considers the smoking 
woman and the crowing hen in the same category. 
ordinary dirt farmer knows what to do with a crowing hen. 


Any 
—Safed, Jr. 


The Thoughts of Justus Timberline 


The Heavenly Strain 


I know a man who isn’t much of a 
business success. He’s had an extra hard 
time these late years. But he’s genuine 
Christian. ; 

A long while I wondered how it was he 
could work so steadily at his own job, and 
give so much time to his class of boys, and 
do so large a share of the general run of 
Chureh activities—and with it all be so 
unvaryingly cheerful. For he’s the cheer- 
fulest man I meet in the day’s round. 

Then one night I ran across a bit of 
poetry from a book my _ grandmother 
loved, Keble’s “Christian Year,” and the 
secret was out. 

Keble was speaking of such men as my 
friend: 

“Plying their daily task with busier feet 

Because their secret souls a heavenly 

strain repeat.” 

Isn’t that the truth? The other day I 
overheard a girl who didn’t know anybody 
was near. She was humming a little song; 
and in her face was a light of which she 
was quite unaware; a beautiful thing to 
see. 

The inner song breaks out sometimes. 
With my friend, whose singing is by main 
strength, it just keeps him busy—and 
serene. 


Now He Pays a Dollar a Sunday 


I have had a tussle with one of the 
canniest members of our Church, and he’s 
not a Scot, either. 

He has been paying ten dollars a year 
to the Church budget, and grudging even 
that. I know enough about his affairs to 
be sure that he could pay a lot more, if 
he’d a mind to. 

And he was on my list when we were 
making our January check-up of contrib- 


utors; not that I asked for his name. i 
won’t dodge work, but I don’t invite 
trouble. 


Leaving out all the preliminaries of our 
interview, which took a full thirty min- 
utes, I finally said to him, “My friend, if 
you paid fairly for all the benefit the 
Chureh is to you, you’d be putting five 
. dollars a Sunday into the plate.” 

He got red in the face. Then he tried to 
laugh it off, saying, “Well, Justus, if you'll 
convince me of that I'll put in one dollar 
every Sunday, anyway.” 

Then I knew I had him. 

“You are free from most of those things 
we sometimes call bad habits,’ I said. 
“You don’t drink, you don’t gamble, you 
can have a good time without needing to 
go on any kind of a bender.” 

“What of it?” he snapped. “I don’t ap- 
prove of such doings. Anything wrong 
about that?” 

“No,” I said, “not a bit. But where’d 
you get the idea that these things were 
no good? You weren’t born with it, you 
know.” 

His face changed from stern to sort of 
sad. 

“Maybe I was.” He spoke softly as if 
to himself. “Anyway, I took it in with my 
mother’s milk. She knew.” 

“She did,’ I admitted, for I remember 


his mother. “And she got it from her 
Bible and her Church, where you’ve been 
getting it ever since you were weaned.” 

Then I went on. “Fred, old fellow, your 
religion has not only cost you very little, 
but it has kept you from many things that 
are high priced. I shouldn’t wonder if you 
are five hundred dollars a year better off 
than Alee Pender, although he makes 
about. as much as you do. He pays well 
for his pleasures, I guess.” 

“He does so,’ agreed Fred. “But when 
you say I’m five hundred dollars a year 
better off than Alec, you’re away under 
the mark.” 

I saw that his pride was touched, and 
some other feeling, too. 

So I said, “All right, Fred. But. let’s 
figure that you’re only five hundred dol- 
lars ahead because of the difference re- 
ligion makes. If you do as you said a 
while ago, you'll only be putting into the 
plate a tenth of your advantage. And old 
Jacob did better than that.” 

He’s begun putting in his dollar a Sun- 
day! 


Not to Be Found in Prayer Books 


I was brought up in a Church of extem- 
pore prayers, but yet I consider the Prayer 
Book of the Episcopal Churech—or, still 
better, the Book of Common Prayer—the 
finest devotional manual there is. 

In New York the other day a great 
clergyman died, in a great age. On many 
things he and I would never have agreed, 
but I want to pass on to you a prayer he 
wrote, and, I am sure, fervently offered, 
not long before his death at 83. 

This man, William 8. Rainsford, was J. 
P. Morgan’s pastor for years, and preach- 
ed the straight gospel to him, as to all. 

He was a friend of sinners and a hater 
of shams. He was more truly vigorous in 
his preaching than many a man who had 
no great ritual to fall back upon. 

But here’s his prayer; an old. man’s 
simple prayer; not to be found in any of 
the prayer books. At the last he turned 
away from them, and spoke these words 
to God: 

“Heavenly Father—I am trying to do 
right and be right and help others to be 
right. Give me my daily bread. I am 
Thy child, Thy little weak child. Give 
me Thy strength, Thy patience, Thy wis- 
dom, Thy love: that with confidence and 
with joy I may do the work Thou hast 
given me to do, in my home and among 
men. Amen.” 

As a great man once said, “I could not 


refuse to be clerk to so good a prayer,” 
and so, with thousands who knew and 
loved Dr. Rainsford, I would make that 
prayer my own, and say, “Amen!” 


Have Some Virtues Become Vices? 


What are the wise men planning to 
give us in place of the good old copy 
book maxims I used to serawl so painfully 
in my schoolhouse days? 

My mother would warn me, when I left 
a piece of bread or a bit of fat pork on 
my plate, that some day I might be very 
thankful even for scraps like those. 

She made me save. She picked my 
clothes from goods that would wear the 
longest. She would not let me depend on 
es people for things I could do my- 
self. 

She had a cupboard drawer where she 
put pins, string, candle ends, and all the 
other trifles that saving people like to 
hoard. 

“They'll come in handy one of these 
days,” she would say. ' 

And now I’m told she was all wrong. 
Thrifty people are bad for business. The 
way to be prosperous is to buy; to make 
work for other people; to scrap everything 
but the latest widget. 

I see where General Johnson spilled a 
cup of coffee at a banquet, just to make 
work for two waiters. Keep money in cir- 
culation, and goods, too; that’s the idea 
now. 

Well, ’'m agreeable, on one condition. I 
never did enjoy scrimping and scraping 
and squeezing nickels. I like to get what 
I want. Though, with many other self- 
deluded people, I have convinced myself 
that my wants are few and modest. 

The condition I ask for is that some- 
body, or, maybe, all of us, put an end to 
the things which made saving a virtue; 
that is to say, the “rainy day”; the help- 
lessness of little children; dependence in 
old age; unexpected sickness or calamity; 
the whole list of troubles and tribulations 
that up to now have been cured or eased 
a little by the dollar that was not spent 
when spending was easy. 

When the psalmist said, “I have been 
young and now am old, yet have I not 
seen the righteous forsaken, nor his seed 
begging bread,” he was not only praising 
the goodness of God, though that was his 
main idea. 2 

He was describing what everybody has 
seen. “The righteous,” that is, the decent, 
God-fearing, industrious, thrifty folk, 
other things being equal, suffer much less, 
as a class, from reverses and depressions 
than do other people. 

All I ask, then, is that the people who 
are erying down the copy book virtues 
shall give us some sort of guarantee that 
a man of thrift will be less fortunate in 
the long run than a spendthrift. 

I don’t want to get very deep into any 
scheme for making sunshine from cucum- 
bers. 

Which is submitted in fullest loyalty 
to the NRA, the AAA, and all the other 
alphabetical recipes for getting us out of 
the mess we’ve been in. 
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(An Inspiring Address Delivered by Invitation in a Protestant Episcopal Church) 


I want at the very beginning to ac- 
knowledge the gracious courtesy of your 
rector in inviting me, a follower of John 
Calvin, to speak in your Church, which 
dates its origin back to All Eternity, about 
the great Reformation hero, Martin 
Luther. As a matter of fact, great men 
do not belong.to any nation or any Church. 
They are a common heritage. They be- 
long to us all. For whether we be of 
their faith or of another, whether our 
fathers fought with them or against them, 
whether we stand where they stood or 
have traveled far on ways they dreamed 
not of, we are the richer because they 
lived. It is characteristic of all true men 
who are living to regard all true men who 
have lived as honorary members of their 
elan. Something like this may have been 
Henry Ward Beecher’s feeling when, upon 
being asked whether he were a Calvinist, 
he replied, “Yes, I believe what I have no 
doubt Calvin would believe were he alive 
today.” 

As we attempt to get at the secret of 
Luther’s life, I can think of nothing that 
is likely to be more helpful than to place 
at the center of our thinking the Latin 
word, “Vivat” (“He lives’), which he was 
accustomed to repeat over and over. To 
Luther, God was a reality. He was the 
eentral orbit of his universe. He filled 
his life. He was not merely the “Ancient 
ot Days”; he was “The Same, Yesterday, 
Today and Forever”. He did not merely 
stand within the shadows keeping watch 
above his own, but in his keeping were 
also those great issues of life, which, be- 
cause they were in his keeping, must ulti- 
mately triumph. 

It is reported that Dr. John Dewey, 
lecturing before a class, drew a line on a 
blackboard, and then proceeded to put on 
one side all those systems of thought and 
practice that teach Control, and on the 
other side those that teach Acquiescence. 
On the Control side he put Science, and 
on the Acquieseence side he put Religion. 
He might with greater fairness, as Dr. 
E. Stanley Jones has suggested, have put 
“Some Religion”. Or he might even have 
written “Some forms of Christianity.” But 
he could never have put there the religion 
of Martin Luther. For to Luther, religion 
was not an opiate, but a challenge. It did 
not put a man to sleep; it roused him to 
action. To him God was not the God of 
the dead, but the God of the Living. The 
fulfillment of His Will, as made known 
through Jesus Christ, did not lead to the 
suppression of life but to the truest ex- 
pression of it; did not result in the empty- 
ing of life but in the emancipation of it. 
And beeause God lived in Martin Luther, 
he lived also. 

T. How else can we explain his unfalter- 
ing courage? For be it remembered, that 
men are not born courageous. Men are 
born to endure hardness, to exhibit resolu- 
tion, to desire mastery, to venture hero- 
ically—even to die gallantly. But to be 
courageous—to formulate a life purpose 
and to set one’s self in the way of its 
achievement, diverted and daunted by 
nothing—men are not born with that, they 
achieve it. And Luther, catching a vision 
of the Living God in early youth, followed 
it unto the end, conquering and to con- 
quer. 

Luther.was born in Hisleben, Germany, 
in 1483. He came of peasant stock. “I 
am a peasant’s son; my father, my grand- 
father, and my great-grandfather were 
genuine peasants,” he was accustomed to 
say, not without a touch of pride. He 
considered it one of the secrets of his 
power. “Rich folks’ children,” he once re- 
marked, “seldom turn out well. They are 
complacent, arrogant and conceited, and 
think they need to learn nothing because 
they have enough to live on, anyway. On 
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the contrary, poor men’s sons, because they 
have nothing to pride themselves upon, 
trust in God, control themselves, and keep 
still.” 

His general education completed, he 
took up at once, in accordance with his 
father’s long-cherished desire, the study 
of law. But he was not made for the law. 
The toilsome accumulation of precedents 
was especially irksome to one of his tem- 
perament, and he came to think it the 
lawyer’s chief end to devise means of 
defeating justice. 


In any event, after he had been a law- 
student for only a few weeks, he threw 
it all up and went into a monastery. The 
immediate occasion of this extraordinary 
step, although it had doubtless long been 
in his mind, was a terrific thunder-storm 
which overtook him just outside the town 


ACCESS 


Not afar off would I stand, 

As if in an alien land; 

But, with Jesus Christ made one, 
I am “brought nigh” to the Throne. 


Once a stranger to my God, 
Wearily Life’s path I trod: 

Now this fellowship Divine 

Makes each hour with Glory shine. 


As temptations in past years 
Filled. me with unworthy fears; 
By God’s Presence now made strong, 
In each fight I raise a song. 


Blessed “access”; converse sweet; 
Privileged my God to meet: 

What more can e’en Heaven afford 
Than communion with my Lord? 


Yes! What faith doth now possess 

In this cup of blessedness, 

THERE, I'll taste with more de- 
light— 

Since faith will be lost in sight. 


—William Olney. 


in which he was studying. In mortal dread 
of death, he threw himself on the ground, 
erying in distress, “Help, dear Saint An- 
na! If will become a monk!” The disap- 
pointment and anger of Luther’s father 
at this act knew no bounds, and for four 
years his father would neither see him 
nor would he answer his letters. 

In this early act, we see exemplified the 
instinet of the true reformer—the willing- 
ness to break with all earthly authority 
in order that the will of God might be 
fulfilled. Sustained by the thought that 
his life was in God’s hands, he was ear- 
ried on from one encounter to another. 
Authorities might tyrannize, friends might 
betray, failure might leer at him, but noth- 
ing could touch him, for he knew in Whom 
he had believed. When he was warned 
that he would be burned to ashes if he 
met the Papal representatives at Worms, 
he replied: “Even if they kindled a fire 
as high as heaven from Wittenburg to 
Worms, I would appear in the name of the 
Lord ... I would walk into behemoth’s 
mouth, between his great teeth, and con- 
fess Christ.” When Rome thundered by 
issuing the papal bull, excommunicating 
him, ordering that his books be burned, 
and threatening with suspension all who 
should support or protect him, he publicly 
burned the bull in the presence of a large 
cencours2 -of professors and_ students. 
Though there were as many devils as there 
were tiles on the roofs, it mattered not to 
him, for as long as he was right he knew 


that he was with God, and that one with 
God was a majority. 

And ever since that day, wherever men 
have dedicated themselves to the service 
of God, following Him stout-heartedly and 
unafraid, steadfast to the right as He has 
given them to see the right, even though 
they knew it not, the spirit of Martin 
Luther was living on. Vivat—he lives! 

II. In the second place, the fact that 
God had become a living force in his life 
gave him new faith in the average man 


and in his ability to know God. The 
Chureh of his day had no faith 
in the average man. The Church 
taught that a soul can maintain con- 


tact with God only through the Church; 
he taught that every soul must know God 
as a personal experience. The Church 
taught that it alone was supreme, and 
that all independent judgment was error; 
he held that the individual conscience, en- 
lightened by the Truth of God, alone is 
supreme. That is what he meant by “Sal- 
vation by Faith”—that only he can enter 
into the fulness of life who, with unremit- 
ting earnestness, walks close with God. 
These things seem commonplace to us to- 
day, but the fact that gives Luther his 
chief claim to greatness was his ability 
to convince a large part of Europe that 
religious consolation and spiritual enlight- 
enment could be found elsewhere than in 
Rome. 

When Luther began his work as Profes- 
sor in the University of Wittenberg, and 
preacher in the Castle Church, the thought 
of breaking with Rome had never entered 
his mind. He was a loyal son of the 
Church. Nor, contrary to the general im- 
pression, did a trip to Rome at the age 
of twenty-eight, from which he returned 
with a very poor impression of the relig- 
ious and moral condition of Rome, arouse 
his reforming spirit and start him upon 
his work. When the break with Rome 
actually came, it was, of course, easier to 
attack the Pope because of what he had 
seen and heard in the papal capital. But 
at the moment, the Roman journey was 
no more than an interesting episode in 
his life, enriching his mind and broaden- 
ing his outlook, as all travel does, but 
having nothing whatever to do with his 
career as a reformer. 

It was rather his discontent with certain 
every-day practices within the Church, 
which tended to obscure the reality of God, 
which started him upon his way. Espec- 
ially was he aggravated by the abuses 
which had resulted from the Church’s 
teaching concerning indulgences, and it 
was his opposition to these abuses that re- 
sulted in the Reformation Movement. 

The doctrine of indulgences was a part 
ot the Catholic penitential system, which 
is as old as the second century. Accord- 
ing to this belief, forgiveness of sins ean 
be secured only through the sacrament of 
penance. This requires inward repentance, 
confession to a priest, and the performance 
of acts involving labor or sacrifice, such 
as fasting, alms-giving, or going on a pil- 
grimage. The Church claimed to be in a 
pesition to pronounce absolution because 
it had in its possession a treasury of mer- 
its, filled to overflowing, as a consequence 
of the good deeds of Christ and his saints. 

It is easy to imagine the evils to which 
a system of this sort was liable. On the 
one hand, there was the temptation on the 


part of the Church ‘to exploit it for 
financial profit. And, on the other hand 
there was the temptation on _ the 


part of the individual to substitute the 
mere payment of money for true peni- 
tence. And this is exactly what happened 
within Luther’s parish in 1517. In that 
year, Pope Leo X, greatly in need of funds, 
with which to rebuild St. Peter’s Church 
at Rome, sent his emissaries far and. wide, 
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proclaiming a so-called plenary indulgence, 
and offering to believing purchasers most 
astounding benefits, including the remis- 
sion of sins, freedom from the necessity of 
penance, and the release of their deceased 
friends from purgatory. One of these 
preachers, Tetzel by name, appeared in a 
town, twenty miles from Wittenberg, and, 
as a consequence of his visit, Luther’s 
members returned with letters, the impor- 
tance of which had been magnified be- 
yend all warrant in their eyes. Many 
were under the impression that, having 
bought indulgences, there was no need for 
sorrow or repentance, and some even be- 
lieved they had bought indulgence for fu- 
ture sins. 

It is easy to understand how Luther, to 
whom religion was the most sacred of all 
affairs, would revolt against a transaction 
of this sort. To make religion a matter of 
buying and selling, to attempt to pur- 
chase the foregiveness and favor of God 
—all this was more than his sensitive spirit 
could bear and his soul waxed hot within 
him. For six months he waited, and 
then on October 31st, he posted a notice 
on the door of his Church, inviting theolo- 
gians from far and wide to meet in his 
Church and to discuss the ninety-five 
theses that were included in the notice. 
These theses attacked not only indul- 
gences, but the whole penitential system 
of the Catholic Church, which misled in- 
dividuals into thinking that true spiritual 
peace could be found elsewhere than in 
God. 


This dramatie act made Luther the pop- 
ular leader, for which Germany had long 
been waiting. Rome was aroused. Church 
Council after Chureh Council was _ held. 
Papal indiscretion followed papal indiscre- 
tion. Threat after threat was hurled. And 
finally in June of 1520, the papal bull was 
issued, excommunicating Luther from the 
Catholic Church. For a brief moment, he 
was under an eclipse. Then sympathizers 
and supporters sprang up everywhere, the 
religious aspirations of millions found a 
long-sought emancipation, and the prin- 
eiple of the individual turning to God 
rather than to Rome became the new basis 

of religious emphasis. - 


In order that the individual conscience 
might be truly enlightened, Luther under- 
took the translation of the Bible into the 
German language. He was not the first 
to put the Seriptures into the language of 
the people. 
century, eighteen German editions of the 
whole Bible had been published, and he 
encouraged scholars everywhere to trans- 
late the Bible so that it might be better 
understood by the people. The reason his 
Bible superseded all others in popular 
favor was due to the fact that he poured 
his heart into it,—because to him God was 
a reality—thus causing passage after 
passage to glow with a depth and spirit 
which far transcended the mere literal 
reproduction of words. To him God was 
a living God, and he was bent. upon aiding 
others to the achievement of a like reality. 


The Barthian theology or religion has 
been attracting considerable attention in 
Europe and America. It comes before the 
public mainly in published sermons and 
addresses. Many reviews and dissertas 
tions have been printed in regard to it. 
However, I have been unable to learn 
from them what specifically distinguishes 
it from other apprehensions and applica- 
tions of the Gospel. I have studied sev- 
eral volumes.of its publications. “Come 
Holy Spirit” is a book that has an ex- 
cellent translation. It reads well and no 
doubt breathes forth the spirit and pas- 
sions of its authors. But I meet with the 
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And ever since that day, wherever men 
have rejoiced in the privilege of worship- 
ping God according to the dictates of their 
own conscience, when they have heard 
the Bible in their own tongue in Church 
or school or home, and have delighted in 
the truth that makes men free, even though 
they knew it not, the spirit of Martin 
Luther was living on. Vivat—he lives! 

III. Moreover, the sense of the reality 
of God gave him a magnificent insight 
into what is and what is not essential in 
public worship. Divided as we are be- 
cause of our varying emphases on rituals, 
ceremonials and other outer forms, it is 
refreshing to realize how sane Luther was, 
even in the hour of his conflict with Rome, 
toward the eternals of Worship. 

What was his attitude? It was that 
those who found such things helpful, as 
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NO WAGE-CUT HERE 


The Salvation Army writers have 
a knack of wording a phrase so fit- 
tingly that it becomes a saying. The 
adage, “A man may be down, but 
he’s never out,” is an example of 
such winged words—words that once 
heard seem to be such a perfect ex- 
pression of a universal sentiment 
that they cannot be forgotten, and 
must be repeated. Passing the Army 
headquarters in Fourteenth Street 
recently, the pedestrian’s eye was 


arrested by another sentence, plac- 
arded in great letters across the 
facade of the building: “IN SPITE 
OF THE DEPRESSION THERE IS 
NO REDUCTION IN THE WAGES 
OF SIN.” — 
Advocate. 


New York Christian 


he himself found the Confessional helpful, 
should be at liberty to continue to employ 
them, but that they should not insist on 
others doing the same. He was not inter- 
ested in changing anything unless it vio- 
lated the Word of God or was harmful in 
its results. Gowns, candles, altars, festi- 
vals, fast-days and many other things, he 
allowed to remain unmolested. Let us 
have his own words: 


“T condemn no ceremonies but those 
opposed to the gospel. All others I 
retain intact in our Church. The font 
stands, and baptism is administered 
with the same rites as heretofore, 
though the language used is the verna- 
cular. I even leave the images undis- 
turbed . .. I do not by any means 
want the Latin mass done way, nor 
would I have permitted the use of 
German had I not been compelled to. 
In short, I hate nobody worse than 
him who upsets free and harmless 
ceremonies and turns liberty into com- 
pulsion.” 


If we could only learn, as he learned, 
that rituals and other externals are non- 
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same difficulty of forming clear concep- 
tions of that which differentiates it from 
other systems of religious thought. Per- 
sons who come thoroughly under its influ- 
ence seem to become dazed by its daring 
and glaring representations and ascribe to 
it much adoration and praise. 

Preaching is not supposed to teach the- 
ology. Nevertheless it needs the guidance 
of general theological conceptions; other- 
wise it becomes indefinite and confusing. 
That which makes Barthianism persuasive 
and efficient is its strong God-conscious- 
ness and firm convictions, and the true 
sincerity of its authors supported by well- 
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essentials, to be used if they help to 
deepen spirituality, and to be discarded 
when they become substitutes for spiritual- 
ity, the Protestant Church would not be 
in its pitifully dismembered condition to- 
day. if we could remember that God 
alone is essential, we should submerge 
our own selfish insistences, and God Him- 
self would live in us. 

We are all ritualists, every last one of 
us. We may be Episcopalian, Lutheran, 
Reformed, Presbyterian, Methodist or 
Quaker, we may like much form or little 
form, but we are all ritualists. Nearly 
everyone will react unfavorably to any 
change that is made in the Order of Wor- 
ship that is familiar to us. It is natural 
to like things done decently and in order, 
according to the manner to which we have 
become accustomed. But when we insist 
that our ritual is God’s ritual, and that 
God cannot be known except through our 
ritual, then we are worshipping not God, 
but a golden calf, and the Spirit of the 
Living God is far from us. 

There is somewhere in the rich literature 
of the Hebrew people a story concerning 
the plot of ground on Mount Zion on which 
the temple was later built. It is no doubt 
a legend, but a legend with a significant 
lesson. The story goes that before Jeru- 
salem was, and when the hills on which 
the city afterwards stood were open coun- 
try, two brothers lived there on adjoining 
lands. One was the head of a large family, 
and the other lived alone. It was harvest 
time, and the wheat of each was shocked 
in his field. One night the first of the 
brothers lay awake and mused in his 
heart: “My brother lives alone. He has 
not the companionship of wife and chil- 
dren to cheer his heart, as I have. While 
he sleeps, I will carry some of my sheaves 
into his field.” He arose and went into 
the dark to do so. 

At the same hour the other brother rea- 
soned in his heart: “My brother has a large 
family, and his necessities are greater than 
mine. As he sleeps I will put some of my 
sheaves on his side of the field.” He also 
arose and went to carry out his purposes. 
The two brothers, each laden with sheaves 
and going toward the other’s field, met on 
the line that separated the two farms. 
There, under the stars, they embraced and 
rejoiced together in the brotherly love 
which “seeketh not its own,” but beareth 
one another’s burdens. 

The old story tells us that on this place 
the temple in after years was built, and 
that above the very spot where the broth- 
ers met stood the temple’s high altar. 
Where hearts meet in brotherly love is 
holy ground and a fit place for an altar. 

And ever since that day, wherever 
Christian brethren have met to worship 
God in the beauty of holiness, bowing 
meekly before that altar which is his 
spiritual presence, unfed by ritual alone 
but hungering after the Living Bread, 
even though they knew it not, the spirit 
of Martin Luther was living on. Vivat— 
he lives! 

Poughkeepsie, N. Y. 


developed intellectual ability. John Cal- 
vin, John Knox, John Wesley and Jona- 
than Edwards were men of clear and 
strong God-consciousness: hence, their ac- 
complishments. 

But that did not make their theology 
perfect in every particular. Neither does 
it free the Barthian teachers from all mis- 
apprehensions and misconceptions. They 
may overlook some things, over-estimate 
or under-estimate others. But they are 
men of earnest fundamental thought. Min- 
isters who are willing to do some serious 
thinking will be benefited by the study 
of their publications. They magnify God 
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and minimize man. With them God is 
everything; man is nothing. 

They lay great stress on the Word of 
God, but they do not tell us how to ob- 
tain it. No man nor woman but would 
humbly listen if they heard God speak- 
ing. But no one has ever seen God or 
heard His voice. They say the Bible is 
the Word of God. But is everything in it 
His word? God says: “The earth is the 
Lord’s and the fulness thereof, the world 
and they that dwell therein.” But is it 
also by divine authority that we read: 
“He has founded it upon the seas, and 
established it upon the floods?” They tell 
us of men speaking the Word of God and 
of Christians carrying it with them. It 
is not clear what they mean by such rep- 
resentations. 

They emphasize man’s utter worthless- 
ness. He is indeed painfully conscious of 
his poverty, ignorance, weakness and sin- 
fulness. But did God not create him and 
make him the highest known creature in 
the world? It might be said that by his 
disobedience and wickedness man brought 
the wrath of God upon himself. The 
authors speak of Adam making “Paradise 
impossible for himself,” of Him who re- 
stores “the lost first estate’ and of men 
“by nature the children of wrath.” But 
they do not explain their meaning of such 
terms. The facts of history and archaeol- 
ogy show conclusively that man in modern 
and prehistoric times everywhere began in 
a very low estate in every respect and has 
slowly been working upward ever since. 
No narticle of evidence is found anywhere 
of his fall from a high state of creation. 
Biblical scholars have to a large extent 
ceased to place historical constructions 
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on the accounts of Genesis. Moreover, 
God as the King of mankind suggests dif- 
ferent reflections from those called forth 
by the conceptions of God as Creator and 
Father. 


Barthianism may bring forth good fruit 
for the Church in Europe. Let us hope 
so. But I am convineed that it will not 
solve the debilitating problems of the 
Church in our country. Christianity is 
wavering and weakening among us. The 
trend today is away from the Church. 
Why? Because believers are losing their 
God-consciousness. This is especially the 
ease with the young and educated. And 
this will continue until Christians regain 
a real living sens of God amongst them. 
They have been blaming it on science. It 
is their own mistake. 


They have been conceiving of God as 
governing the world from without. Mod- 
ern knowledge has clearly shown that 
God does not work in that way. They 
must find Him in some other way. There 
is one God. He has created one world, 
and He maintains it continually. He 
works from within according to the nature 
of His own Being, and that requires Him 
to create and preserve the world in an 
orderly and systematic manner. Through- 
out the entire universe, in all its spheres 
and the myriads of its particles, whether 
they be physical or spiritual, visible or in- 
visible, religious or moral, educational or 
mechanical, God works in faithful loyalty 
to His own Being. His being is His will, 
and His will is His being. 

All power proceeds from God. His dy- 
namie power governs the largest body 
and microscopie electron. It causes the 
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grass to grow, the grain to sprout and the 
blossoms to develop into the ripened fruit. 
God endowed man with self-determining 
power, placed him in the earth to find 
God’s ways in all things and conform 
thereunto. He is to work with God and 
work as God works. That is man’s mis- 
sion. It is a great work. Conformity is 
success. The fruit is forgiveness, grace 
and salvation. 


Science begins on the earth, traces 
things backward step by step until it 
meets an insuperable obstruction, then 


stops. It cannot account for the dynamic 
power which accomplishes things. It 
shows how things work but not why they 
work. God works all around us, above, be- 
neath and within us. The supernatural 
comes from God who works by it in all 
the world. Christians need a God-con- 
sciousness, a blessed assurance of the pres- 
ence of His power everywhere in every- 
thing. That will make life serious. It 
will give spiritual strength to the be- 
sehen to the Church, to the Kingdom of 
road, 


Query: Is man, the creature, to be 
compared with the Creator of inecompre- 
hensible greatness? Is he to be judged 
by the standard of God’s being? Or is he 
to be compared with himself and judged 
by his own endowments? 


Lingering on the brink of eternity, with 
the judgment of God before me, I declare 
the above to be my deep-seated convie- 
tions. Before God I am naught. My 
faith and hope rest entirely upon the for- 
giveness, mercy and grace of God. Blessed 
be His name forever! 


Somerset, Pa. 


The Social Gospel and the Christian Cultus 


One hundred years ago the Rev. John 
Henry Newman began the publication of 
the momentous “Tracts for the Times.” 
These tracts fell upon a dissolute and 
decadent Church. The Church of Christ 
in England had been taken captive by 
the State. The clergy had come to neglect 
and despise their priestly functions, and 
to take delight in gracing social ocea- 
sions and in being “good fellows” with a 
slap on the back for everyone, a story 
for the men, and a little flattery for the 
ladies. The Church had fallen into decay. 
Its altars served as hat racks, its fonts 
as flower stands, its pulpits as open for- 
ums devoted to every interest save that 
of religion. The divine services and wor- 
ship traditions of the Church suffered both 
abuse and disuse. The Church was pros- 
trate and utterly inarticulate—it was 
dead. Then came the “Tracts for the 
Times.” There followed the resurrection 
of the Dead and the re-birth of the 
Church of Christ in England. 

Again there is need of tracts for the 
times. And, again, there are such tracts. 
Charles Clayton Morrison, that able editor 
of the “Christian Century” and prophet 
of the Church, has written a book entitled 
“The Social Gospel and the Christian Cul- 
tus.” It is a book that should be read by 
all clergymen and many laymen, for in 
its pages are to be found both the means 
and the assurance of a resurrected Church 


and a redeemed social order. In truth, it 


is a tract for the times. 

Charles Clayton Morrison insists that 
the gospel of our Lord is primarily a so- 
cial gospel. The first Christians thought 
of Christ as the Messiah who was about 
to inaugurate a new social order, the 
Kingdom of God. These first believers ac- 
cepted Christ not so much as a personal 
Saviour but as a social Saviour who would 
redeem Israel. The author points out that 
modern critical study of the New Testa- 
ment leaves no doubt concerning the 
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primacy of the social gospel in original 
Christianity. The social gospel was Jesus’ 
own gospel. It was the “good news” and 
it must continue to be the “good news.” 
Having established the primacy and ade- 


LOOKING FORWARD 


Charles Sumner Hoyt 


Is this the time, O Church of Christ, 
to sound retreat? 

To arm with weapons cheap and 
blunt 

The men and women who have borne 
the brunt 

Of truth’s fierce strife, 
held their ground? 

Is this the time to halt? 

When all around horizons lift, new 
destinies confront, 

Stern duties wait our Nation, 

Never wont to play the laggard 
when God’s will was found. 


and nobly 


No! Rather strengthen stakes and 
lengthen cords, 

Enlarge thy plans and gifts, O thou 
elect, 

And to thy kingdom come for such 
a time! 

The earth with all its fullness is the 
Lord’s, 

Great things for Him attempt, great 
things expect, 

Whose love imperial is, whose power 
sublime. 


—The American Issue. 


quacy of the social gospel, the author 
directs our attention to the “arrest of the 
social gospel” in our day. No longer does 
it warm hearts and cause men to sacrifice 
all for the sake of the Kingdom. It has 
long since captivated the pulpit, but it 


has utterly failed to capture the pew. 
The very preaching of it has to a great 
extent lost its religious,.appeal. Why, he 
asks, does the social gospel “fail to strike 
fire as something genuinely religious?” 
He inquires why “it lacks the feel of an 
authentic religious message”; why “it is 
not at home in the Chureh”; why “the 
preacher is. obliged to drag it in, so to 
speak”; why the people who listen to it 
“feel that they have listened to what 
they would eall a ‘lecture’, an address, a 
secular speech, appropriate enough else- 
where, but not just the thing they go to 
Church to hear’. How shall we account 
for this attitude of the laity toward the 
preaching of the social gospel? The rank- 
and-file of them either ignore it or are 
openly hostile. Why this “arrest of the 
social gospel’? Why the failure to econ- 
vert the pew? The answer is twofold. 
The social gospel has thus far failed to 
find a place in the Christian cultus, and, 
secondly, the Christian cultus has itself 
fallen upon evil days. 


By the term cultus, Morrison has refer- 
ence to “the total cultural expression of 
religion as an historic phenomenon”. He 
further defines the term by stating that 
“the sides of the cultus are four—the 
liturgy of common worship, the language 
of theology, ecclesiastical organization, 
and the ethical standards of its members.” 
The plea of our prophet is that this Chris- 
tian ecultus must be rebuilt and restored, 
and the social gospel must be enshrined 
within it. To this end the old ecultus must 
be brought back; modified, however, so 
that the eschatology of the old world 
view shall give place to the sociology of 
the new. Without such a virile and ade- 
quate cultus our religion must become like 
salt that has lost its savour. How shall 
we restore the cultus? To whom shall we 
look for leadership in this task? Morri- 
son answers, “We must look to the priest. 

. The revitalizing of religion for our 
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time waits upon the rehabilitation of the 
priesthood. ... The place to begin is in 
our seminaries. The minister must be 
trained for the priesthood. He is not so 
trained in any seminary of a non-liturgi- 
cal Protestant denomination that I know. 
Ministers are trained to be prophets and 
pastors, but not to be priests.’ We can- 
not have a cultus without priests, and we 
cannot well create and maintain an ade- 
quate priesthood in Protestantism without 
having recourse to the historie episcopate. 
At no place does the author better reveal 
his prophetic mettle than when he boldly 
posts upon the doors of sectarian Pro- 
testantism five theses in favor of the 
restoration of the episcopate. 

One of the chief functions of this prop- 
erly trained and constituted priesthood 
will be the revival of the Christian wor- 
ship and sacraments, and the restoration 
of the language of religion in all its 
phases. The language of religion has been 
under attack. It has suffered the on- 
slaught of religious individualism, of re- 
ligious modernism, and religious educa- 
tion. For example, there is much of good 
in the modern religious-education move- 
ment, but the fact remains that this move- 
ment has been based in part upon the fal- 
lacious theory that “religion is so uni- 
versal a thing, it so comprehensively in- 
cludes all of life, that it requires no spe- 
cial language of its own, but should use 
the coins current in secular communica- 
tion. The old-time conception of religious 
education as a process of instructing youth 
in events and teachings of the Bible, to- 
gether with an indoctrination in the theo- 
logical conceptions which have been erys- 
tallized in the ereeds is regarded with 
scorn by many of these experts (of re- 
ligious education).” Ags Morrison puts it, 
unfortunately the new system of religious 
education tends “to abandon the mother 
tongue of the cultus for the speech of sec- 
ular culture, and thereby blur and dissolve 
all distinctions between the cultus and 
the rest of life.’ This result is most un- 
fortunate, inasmuch as there are tre- 
mendous possibilities for great good in- 
herent in the religious-education move- 
ment. 

Religious modernism joins religious edu- 
cation in defining. religion as a way of 


life. Modernism with its scientific back- 
ground has contributed mightily to the 
destruction of the Christian cultus. Its 


negative nature has been slowly dissolv- 
ing the pillars of the faith, and destroying 
the language of religion. As a result, the 
creeds are no longer said, much less be- 
lieved, in many Churehes, and the lan- 
guage of the pulpit and the sanctuary has 
degenerated into a blending of laboratory 
jargon with the “lingo” of the street. 
the language of religion is neither spoken 
nor understood. 
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rolling sea, 

wintry blasts, 

sparkling dew, 

glory of dawn, 

music of rain, 

songs of birds, 

lisping breezes, 

lightning’s flash, 

etching of a sunset, 

whispering of trees, 

design of a snow-flake, 

The gorgeousness of Spring, 

The tints and fragrance of flowers, 

And countless planets in their orbits, 

Obeying the will of God, are all 
symbols 

Of immortality. 


—Harry Troupe Brewer. 


Hagerstown, Md. 


Finally, the Christian cultus must be 
delivered from captivity. Organized re- 
ligion, as in the days of Newman, is a 
captive of the State. Morrison rightly 
maintains that “If we would restore the 
social vision of the early Church, modern 
Christianity must disengage its organized 
forms, its modes of thought, its ethical 
standards, and above all its spirit, from 
the pagan society to which it has long 
conformed, and stand forth as the eritie 
and judge of the secular status quo, in- 
stead of acting as its priest and justifier.” 
Never again can the Church afford to sane- 
tion or bless war. The Church must forth- 
with sever itself from the military chap- 
laincy and be done with the war business 
once and forever. Co-ordinate in import- 
ance with the relation of Christianity to 
the State is its entanglement in the eapi- 
talistic system. The task of liberating 


Protestantism from capitalism is far more 
difficult than that of detaching Christian- 
ity from the State. How it shall be ef- 
fected we cannot tell. That it must be 
done we cannot doubt. Capitalism in its 
very essence is anti-Christian. The great 
conflict that lays ahead is the inevitable 
struggle between the cultus of capitalism 
and the cultus of Christianity. 

Such is the thesis of this tract for our 
time. Charles Clayton Morrison argues 
that the social gospel is the true gospel 
of our Lord. This gospel that was onee 
the hope and expectation of the world is 
today in a state of arrest. It can make 
no progress until it is enshrined in a virile 
Christian cultus. This cultus must be the 
creation of the priesthood. By means of 
it, the liturgy of worship and the lan- 
guage of theology will be restored to the 
Chureh; Christianity will be freed from 
the State and the capitalistic order; and 
the ethical standards of its members will 
be lifted far above those of our modern 
paganism. In other words, the social 
gospel enshrined in the Christian ecultus 
will resurrect the Church and redeem the 
social order. The Kingdom will come— 
but first, the Christian cultus. 

A Prayer for the Kingdom 

Eternal God, our Father, we praise 
Thee for the hope of Thy Kingdom and 
the assurance that Thy will shall be done 
upon earth as it is in heaven. Hasten the 
great day when all men shall stand side 
by side in equal worth and privilege, all 
toiling and reaping, masters of nature, 
but brothers of men. To this end, we be- 
seech Thee, deliver us from all injustice 
and oppression; from keeping back the 
wages of labor; and from binding upon 
men burdens too heavy to be borne. Allay 
all animosity and strife between different 
elasses and conditions of men, that the 
rich may not plague the poor nor the poor 
hate the rich. Grant, O Lord, that we 
may- trample both poverty and greed un- 
der our feet and thus restore the riches 
and beauty of the whole of creation to 
all Thy children. Lift us above all selfish- 
ness and whatsoever else works enmity 
between man and man, class and class, 
nation and nation; and unite all who labor 
and all who pray in the hope and zeal for 


-a better day, that in our time, O God, we 


may behold the coming of Thy Kingdom, 
according to Thy Word, through Jesus 
Christ our Lord. Amen. 


Putting First Things First 


In my childhood days in the “little red 
school house,’ our reading book reeorded 
an incident which appealed to my boyish 
mind, 

A very learned man, a scientist and 
philosopher, engaged a boatman to row 
him across a deep and turbulent stream. 
On the passage ithe learned man engaged 
the boatman in conversation. He asked 
him a question coneerning a_ certain 
scienee, The boatman shook his head and 
said he knew nothing about it. The phil- 
osopher said, “Then one-quarter of your 
life is lost.’ He put another question 
about another seience. He received an- 
other negative answer. Then said the phil- 
osopher, “Another quarter of your life is 
lost.” A third question brought another 
answer in like manner. Then said the 
learned man, “Then three-fourths of your 
life is lost.’ Then the learned man noticed 
water over the bottom of the boat and the 
boatman was taking off his coat. He ask- 
ed, “What is the matter here?” The. boat- 
man answered that the boat was sinking 
and would soon go to the bottom. He 
asked the philosopher if he could swim. 
“Swim?” said he. “You don’t expect a 
man of my learning to be able to swim, 
do you?” “Then,” said the boatman, “all 
I can say is that you will drown, and the 
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whole of your life is lost.” “Ah me,” said 
he, “how gladly I would now give up all 
my other knowledge if I could but ac- 
quire the art of swimming.” 

Of course there is a moral to this. If 
we are contemplating a trip on the water, 
whether for pleasure or business, better 
put first things first and learn to swim, 
in ease of an emergency. 

In my boyish mind I wondered if the 
boatman took pity on his passenger and 
saved him. But as the years came on I 
saw the deeper meaning just expressed 
above. This is well expressed in Matt. 
6:33, 

We farmers cannot use the radio very 
much during the day, but when evening 
comes I may inadvertently turn the dial 
and I may get the football news. I am 
told of the tens of ithousands attending 
certain games. (‘Depression times,’ mark 
you.) I look in the daily paper, and note 
the prominence of the sporting section. I 
dial again and I get the races at the 
various tracks. I may verify it by turning 
again to the daily and there is a section 
devoted to racing. I may dial again and 
get the financial report of the bonds and 
stocks. Turning to the daily, I find an- 
other section devoted to a complicated 
and exhaustive report of all stock trans- 


actions for the day. If these broadcasts 
and printed reports are so important as 
to spend all this time and money to get 
them to the public, does it not convince 
us there are an almost unbelievable num- 
ber of our population who are not putting 
first things first, but who are putting 
sports, racing events, and stocks first? 
About 30 years ago, Dr. Charles Wag- 
ner, an eminent French minister, wrote a 
book on living the simple life. To the 
thoughtful student, the conclusion comes 
that the American people are getting 
farther and farther away from living the 
simple life. Little is said in our secular 
press about the good the Chureh is doing 
and is trying to do. But much is printed 
about what the forees of evil are doing 
daily, down to the minutest detail, much 
of which is eagerly devoured by Mr. Pub- 
lie and his big family. Then we hear an 
address by the Editor of the “Messenger” 


about the hard life of the religious press, — 


with Protestant journals of all denomina- 
tions “in the red.” 

We men of 60 well remember when Dr. 
Charles M. Sheldon of Topeka, Kansas, 
about 30 years ago endeavored to show 
how a Christian daily should be edited. 
The publishers of the “Topeka Capital” 
offered him the chance to edit it for a 
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week, which he did. My recollection is 
that it was not a success financially. Mr. 
Publie did not want that kind of a paper. 
My conelusion is that a Christian daily 
would have no chance whatever today. 
The question arises, “Whither are we 


drifting?” I am not a pessimist, but a 
student of history. I travel in Asiatie 
countries, and my guide book tells me 


JANUARY CLASSICAL MEETINGS AC- 
CORDING TO THE RECORDS IN 
THE OFFICE OF THE STATED 
CLERK OF GENERAL 
SYNOD — 


JANUARY 28, 1934—Wyoming, St. John’s, 
Freeland, Pa., Rev. Geo. W. Kohler, 
Freeland, Pa. ; 


JANUARY 29, 1934—7.30 P. M., Clarion, 
First, Ridgeway, Pa. Rev. C. L. Schmidt, 
412 Ash St., Ridgeway, Pa. 

Maryland, St. Mary’s, Silver Run, Md., 
Rev. Felix B. Peck, R. F. D. No. 1, West- 
minster, Md. 

JANUARY 30, 1934—9 A. M., Lehigh, St. 
Andrew’s, Allentown, Pa. Rev. Henry 
I. Aulenbach, 1343 Turner St., Allen- 
town, Pa. 


FEBRUARY CLASSICAL MEETINGS 
ACCORDING TO THE RECORDS IN 
THE OFFICE OF THE STATED 

CLERK OF GENERAL SYNOD 


FEBRUARY 4—7.30 P. M., Mercersburg, 
Trinity, Mercersburg, Pa., Rey. Harri- 
son Lerch, Mercersburg, Pa. 


FEBRUARY 5—7.30 P. M., East Pennsyl- 
vania, St. Thomas, Bethlehem, Pa., Rev. 
Dr. H. J. Ehret, 1412 Lenox Ave., Beth- 
lehem, Pa. ’ 

9. A. M., Goshenhoppen, Falkner Swamp, 
New Hanover, Pa., Rev. Howard A. Alt- 
house, 419 E. 4th St., Boyertown, Pa. 
1.30 P. M., Southwest Ohio, Evangelical 
Cincinnati, Ohio, Rev. R. Pierce Beaver, 
4038 Taylor Ave., Cincinnati, Ohio. 


FEBRUARY 6—10 A. M., Lancaster, St. 
Peter’s, Lancaster, Pa., Rev. James KE. 
Wagner, 429 College Ave., Lancaster, Pa. 
8 P. M., New York, First, Bridgeport, 
Conn., Rev. W. Horstmeier, 46 Chapel 
St., Bridgeport, Conn. 

8 P. M., German Philadelphia, St. Mat- 
thew’s, Philadelphia, Pa. Rev. U. O. 
Silvius, 3623 N. 5th St., Philadelphia, 
Pa. 

2 P. M., Central Ohio, Thornville, Ohio, 
Rey. Clarence K. Gebhart, Thornville, 
Ohio. 

10 A. M., West Ohio, First, Lima, Ohio, 
Rev. Reuben Schroer, 322 W. Wayne St., 
Lima, Ohio. 

7.30 P. M., St. Paul’s, Grace, Sharpsville, 
Pa., Rev. William O. Miller, Sharps- 
ville, Pa. 

9.30 A. M., Allegheny, St. Paul’s, Butler 
Pa., Rev. John F. Bair, R. D., Butler, Pa. 
10.30 A. M., Virginia, St. Stephen’s, 
Harrisonburg, Va., Rev. J. Silor Garri- 
son, Harrisonburg, Va. 

10.30 A. M., North Carolina, First, Wins- 
ton-Salem, N. C., Rev. A. C. Peeler, 1904 
Waughtown St., Winston-Salem, N. C. 
7.45 P. M., Carlisle, Church of Incarna- 
tion, Newport, Pa., Rev. Walter D. 
Mehrling, Newport, Pa. 

7.30 P. M., Ft. Wayne, First, Bluffton, 
Ind., Rev. Matthew Worthman, 320 W. 
South St., Bluffton, Ind. 


FEBRUARY 12 — 9 A. M., Lebanon, St. 
John’s, Lebanon, Pa., Rev. C. B. Mar- 
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CHURCH 


that a mound covering several acres was 
once a certain city named in ithe Bible as 
rich and populous. Then I turn to Isa. 
13 and read the entire chapter on the 
doom and destruction of Babylon. There 
was a reason for this: It is found in one 
little word, s-i-n. 

Will the civilization of 3300 A. D. raise 
a fund for exploration and archaeological 
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research and dig under the ruins of Chi- 
cago, San Francisco, New York City or 
our own City of Brothely Love (?) and 


study through their findings what was the 


nature of civilization of the year 1933? 


Who knows? 


St. Johns, Phoenixville, Pa. 


stellar, 931 Willow St., Lebanon, Pa. 
East Ohio, St. Paul’s, East Canton, O 
Rev. W. F. Kissel, East Canton, O. 
Northeast Ohio, First, Lakewood, Ohio, 
Rev. John Sommerlatte, 2049 Warren 
Road, Lakewood, Ohio. 
7.30 P. M., Somerset, Trinity, Roxbury, 
Pa., Rev. Howard D. Gress, Berlin, Pa. 
7.45 P. M., Zion’s, Memorial, York, Pa., 
moe E. O. Keen, 625 S. Duke St., York, 
a. 
8 P. M., Baltimore-Washington, Imman- 


aa 


uel, Baltimore, Md., Rev. Julius F. 
Grauel, 2427 Arunah Ave., Baltimore, 
Md. 


FEBRUARY 13—10 A. M., West Susque- 
hanna, St. John’s, Lewisburg, Pa., Rev. 
H. H. Rupp, Lewisburg, Pa. 

9.30 A. M., Westmoreland, Second, 
Greensburg, Pa., Rev. Frederick C. Seitz, 
D.D., Greensburg, Pa, 

9.30 A. M., West New York, St. Paul’s, 
Buffalo, N. Y., Rev. John M. Peck, 104 
Indian Church Road, Buffalo, N. Y. 

7.30 P. M., Kentucky, Lynnhurst, Louis- 
ville, Ky., Rev. Harry W. Baumer, 1046 
Lynnhurst Ave., Louisville, Ky. 


FEBRUARY 19 — 7.30 P. M., Juniata, 
Trinity, Altoona, Pa., Rev. J. M. Runkle, 
Ph.D., 611 8th St., Altoona, Pa. 


FEBRUARY 20—Portland-Oregon, Second, 
Portland, Ore., Rev. Geo. F. Zinn, R. D. 
No. 4, Box 1288, Portland, Oregon.. 


‘FEBRUARY 26—7.30 P. M., East Susque- 


hanna, First, Sunbury, Pa., Rev. Dr. C. 
W. Walck, Sunbury, Pa. 


BOWLING GREEN ACADEMY 
“Hello! Is that Dr. Leinbach? This is 
Long Distanee—hold the line. Now go 
ahead!” “This is Moyer, the Rev. S. E. 
Moyer, St. Andrew’s Church, So. Per- 
kasie, Pa. Our Men’s Bible Class are send- 
ing you $5 for that Bowling Green salary 


fund.” “That’s fine, tell them’— “Dr. 
Leinbach?” aVies.’4 “Long Distance 
again.” “All right!” “Just to tell you 


that the Missionary Committee of the C. 
E. Society, Christ Chureh, Martinsburg, 
W. Va., sent you a check for $5 for Miss 
Wolfe’s salary fund. This is Pastor A, M. 


Gluck who is speaking.” “Thank you. Al- 
ways glad to hear from old _ friends.” 
Soon after these conversations, Uncle 


Sam’s faithful letter carrier arrived with 
2 cheeks in one envelope. $5 from Ida 
V. Padgett. and $2 from Lucie E. Crom- 
well. Total receipts, $17. Full amount 
to date, $340. Hearty thanks for all con- 
tributing friends. Please make your 
cheeks payable to Dr. Paul 8S. Leinbach, 
915 Schaff Bldg., 1505 Race St. 


A PRACTICAL SLOGAN 


A “Messenger’ Endowment is an 
endowment for the benefit of every 


Board, agency and institution of the 
Reformed Church. 


—Now and Then. 
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THE REV. CHAS. A. BUSHONG 


The Rev. Charles A. Bushong, 
whose resignation of Trinity Church, 
Baltimore, Md., took effect Oct. 31, 
1933, died in Baltimore, Jan. 15, 


1934. The funeral service was held 
in Trinity Church on Jan. 18, with 
the interment in Mount Olivet Cerm- 
etery, Frederick, Md. A fuller ac- 
count of the life and labors of this 
beloved brother will be given later. 


Rey. Harvey T. Goodling, of Nanticoke, 
Pa., has accepted a eall to St. Paul’s 
Church, Butler, Pa., and will begin his 
new pastorate Feb. 1. 


Rev. J. Wm. Zehring, pastor of Trinity 
Church, Mountville, Pa., has recently been 
elected president of the School Board of 
Mountville, of which he has been a mem- 
ber for 8 years and its vice-president. 


Rev. Geo. L. Robinson, Ph.D., LL.D., of 
the Presbyterian Seminary of Chicago, 
will lecture on “The Mystery of Godli- 
ness” in the Areh St. Presbyterian 
Church, Thursday, Feb. 1, at 8 P. M. The 
lecture is free. 

Dr. Henry I. Stahr, Executive Secretary 
of our Board of Christian Education, was 
re-elected Secretary of the Council of 
Chureh Boards of Education, which met 
last week in St. Louis. He is also a mem- 


ber of the Executive Committee of the 
Council. 

Dr. Boyd Edwards, Head Master of 
Mercersburg Academy, announced that 


during the winter term the usual Vesper 
Service at 5 P. M. would be omitted, and 
a voluntary Open Forum, under the diree- 
tion of Dr. Edwards, will be substituted. 
The preacher in the Academy Chapel on 
Feb. 11 will be Dr. Lee M. Erdman, of 
Reading, and on Feb. 18, Dr. J. Hamilton 
Smith, of Pottstown. 

On Jan. 10, Rev. Fred. H. Wirth was 
installed as pastor of Christ Evangelical 
Reformed Church, Brooklyn, N. Y. The 
Church was beautifully decorated with 
Christmas decorations and palms; attend- 
ance was large, consisting of most mem- 
bers, with many friends and neighbors. 
The charge to the pastor was made by Rey. 
Jacob Schmitt, and the charge to the peo- 
ple by Rev. Max Walenta. The congrega- 
tion is now 69 years old, and free of all 
debts. 

Miss Anna E. Wetzel, of Hershey, Pa., 
sister of Rev. D. J. Wetzel, of Reading, 
Pa., was married at noon on Dee. 16, at 
the parsonage of First Church, Reading, 
to Mr. A. L. Henry, of New York City. 
The wedding mareh was played by Miss 
Jean Betty Wetzel, niece of the bride. 
Mary Ellen Wetzel, nieee of the bride, 
was flower girl. The bride’s brother, Rev. 
Mr. Wetzel, officiated. Only immediate 
friends and relatives of the families were. 
guests. After the wedding dinner, Mr. 
and Mrs. Henry left for Florida, where 
they will live for the winter. 
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The W. M. 8. of Corinth Church, Hick- sponsible position with one of New York’s town, Pa., Rev. John L. Guth, pastor, were 

ory, N. C., Rev. H. D, Althouse, pastor, large department stores. Mr. Whitwell is very inspiring and well attended. The pro- 


has had a successful year. The budget 
was met in full and the Thank Offering 
of the W. M. S. and G. M. G. was $153. 
The society contributed $155 to the ap- 
portionment. During the Christmas sea- 
son a play, “The Gift of Love,” was pre- 
sented. The 47th Dawn service was held 
Christmas morning. 30th senior and 
junior choirs rendered beautiful Christ- 
mas anthems. All services well attended. 
Offering for Nazareth Orphans’ Home $63; 
Home Mission offering, $67. 

Rev. Wm. J. Lowe, pastor of the Feder- 
ated Reformed and Presbyterian Church, 
McConnellsburg, Pa., was selected by Mr. 
Erie H. Biddle, as C. W. A. Administrator 
for Fulton County and under his direction 
the county was granted double its allot- 
ment of funds for public improvements, 
and hundreds of unemployed were put to 
work. The outstanding project secured by 
the Administrator is a new high school 
auditorium, gymnasium and community 
building for MecConnellsburg, which will 
have a seating capacity of about 700. 

In St. Paul’s Church, Roanoke, Va., Dr. 
Ellis S. Hay, pastor, the largest attend- 
ed Communion service in recent months 
was held Jan. 14; 3 adults were received. 
The annual congregational meeting with 
reports from organizations and election of 
officers was held Jan. 8; supper was served 
by the Ladies’ Guild of Willing Workers 
free to all. After an absence of 5 years, 
B. W. Stonebraker, former supt. of the 
S. S., was re-elected to that position. Dr. 
D. E. Remsberg, former elder, also again 
took up his duties in that position, after 
a few years’ lay-off. 


Jan. 14 was a big day in ‘St. Paul’s 
Church, Mahanoy City, Rev. Paul T. Sling- 
hoff, pastor, for it marked the end of the 
70th anniversary of the congregation. At 
the morning service 35 officers and teach- 
ers of the Church School were installed for 
the coming year with Dr. Fred R. Wagner, 
the able general supt. The annual congre- 
gational meeting “was held in the evening 
when the hope of the people was fulfilled, 
the debt of the Chureh being paid, for 
’ which much credit is due Elder Wm. Hon- 
ecker. The Week of Prayer was observed 
interdenominationally, the closing service 
held in St. Paul’s. 


The Annual Banquet of the Women’s 
Social Union of Reformed Churches of 
Philadelphia and vicinity will be held Jan. 
30, at 6.30 P. M., at McAllister’s, 1811 
Spring Garden St., Philadelphia; member 
ticket, $1; guest ticket, $1.60. It is hoped 
that each member of the Union will come 
and bring along as many guests as de- 
sired. A very pleasant evening is planned. 
Get in touch with your representative of 
your Church in order that arrangements 
can be made. Come one, come all! Re- 
port to Mrs, Chronister, 5904 Walnut St. 
(Phone Sherwood 5967), by Jan. 26. 


observed in Grace 
Church, Northampton, Pa., Rev. W. G. 
Mantz, pastor, with special services to 
an overflowing crowd by the Beginners’ 
and Primary Depts. on Christmas Eve, a 
Dawn service at 6 A. M. on Christmas, 
and a service by the Junior and Senior 
Depts. on Christmas evening. The Junior 
Dept. presented one of the finest pageants 
ever rendered in this Church, written by 
Miss Rachael Nicholas, a teacher in this 
department. A Candle Light and White 
Gifts for the King service was held Dee. 
31 at 7 P. M. Offering for Bethany 
Orphans’ Home, $57.60. 


The Rev. David Lockart, pastor of the 
Myerstown, Pa., Church, united William 
Clark Whitwell and Miss Ruth R. Leibig 
in the bonds of holy matrimony in Marble 
Collegiate Church, New York City, on Jan. 
20, at 10 A. M. Miss Leibig is the daugh- 
ter of Mr. Geo. W. Leibig, supt. of the 
large Leibovitz and Sons Shirt Plant in 
Myerstown, and is a member of the Myers- 
town Church and a recent graduate of 
Antioch College. Miss Leibig holds a re- 


Christmas was 


a graduate of Cornell College and a resi- 
dent of New York City. 

In Trinity Church, Mountville, Pa., Rev. 
J. Wm. Zehring, pastor, the Christmas sea- 
son began with special musie by the choir, 
hymns and an appropriate sermon on Dee. 
24. In the evening the Junior Dept., Miss 
Klla Mann, Supt., and the Primary Dept., 
Mrs. James Schopf, Supt., joined with the 
Adult School, Mr. Geo. Kimmich Supt., 
in rendering a pleasing Christmas service 
to a large audience, On Christmas at 6 
A. M., the large choir, directed by Mrs. 
Zehring, Mrs. Loretta Heaps at the or- 
gan, rendered the cantata “Chimes of the 
Holy Night” to a large and appreciative 
audience; offering in the morning for 
Ministerial Relief Fund, in the evening 
for Bethany Orphans’ Home. : 

The observance of Christmas was held 
on Dee. 24 at all services in Grace Church, 
York, Pa., Rev. I. A. Raubenhold, pastor, 
and at the Dawn service on Christmas 
morning; offering for Hoffman Orphan- 
age, $695. The annual congregational 
meeting held Jan. 10, followed by a de- 
lightful social hour, when Mr. and Mrs. 
Raubenhold held an “open house” at the 
parsonage. The apportionment has again 
been paid, keeping the congregation’s ree- 
ord of having always paid its apportion- 
ment unbroken. Officers elected to serve 
the next two years are: Elders, Jonathan 
Fortney and John Miller; Deacons, Wal- 
ter Fisher, John Gulden, Elmer Hoke, Paul 
Loches, and Harvey Weigle. 


Zion Church, Hublersburg, Pa., Charge, 
Rev James B. Musser, pastor, has made 
extensive improvements to its Church 
building during the past year, including 
interior walls frescoed and ithe woodwork 
and floors painted and varnished; new 
asbestos shingle roof; a steam heating 
plant with “Electrol” gas burner attach- 
ment installed (the generous gift of How- 
ard T. and Mary E. Struble, faithful mem- 
bers): the basement excavated, and im- 
provements to the social hall. Re-opening 
services were held Oct. 29, when a very 
exeellent and appropriaite address was de- 
livered by Hon. J. Banks Kurtz, Altoona, 
Congressman for the 23rd Pennsylvania 
District. The congregation has paid the 
1933 apportionment in full. 


In Milton Ave. Church, Louisville, Ky., 
Rev. John W. Myers, pastor, the Rev. Prof. 
Geo. Stibitz, of Central Theological Semi- 
nary, was the speaker on Edueation Day; 
57 persons were consecrated as teachers or 
workers in the S. 8S. Reports at the an- 
nual congregational meeting, Jan. 10, re- 
vealed the congregation had a net gain of 
112 in the last 2 years; 83% of the appor- 
tionment paid; average attendance in 8. 8. 
for year was 347; weekly increase in 
Church services on Sunday morning and 
Wednesday evening, 54; teachers and work- 
ers of the S. S. earned 41 Standard Teach- 
er Training credits. The following were 
elected as officers in the Consistory: Elder, 
Fred P. Kissler; Deacons, G. O. Pfeffer, 
W. T. Braun, John Kummer, J. E. Koenig 
and F. 'W. Kopp. 


The Committee on Evangelism of Leba- 
non Classis has planned an auspicious pro- 
gram for the opening of Lent. On Feb. 11 
there will be a general pulpit exchange 
throughout Classis. The spring meeting 
of Classis will meet in St. John’s Church 
Feb. 12. On Feb. 13, Shrove Tuesday, 
there will be two meetings in St. Mark’s 
Church, Lebanon, In the afternoon, Dr. 
H. J. Christmas, president of General 
Synod, will hold a personal workers’ and 
Church efficiency conference for men and 
women. In the evening a men’s meeting, 
at which it is believed 1,200 men will 
gather, will be held, when the speaker will 
be Rev. Ralph W. Sockman, pastor of 
Christ Church, M. E., New York City. On 
Feb. 14, Ash Wednesday, Lenten services 
will open in Classis. 

The Christmas services of the Jordan 
Chureh and 8. 8. of Walberts, near Allen- 


gram of the Children’s Division, Mrs. 
Henry E. Guth, Supt., was rendered Dee. 
24; offering sent the Bethany Orphans’ 
Home, which Home is caring for 4 moth- 
erless children, former members of this 
S. S. Early Church services held Christ- 
mas morning. On Dec. 28, the young peo- 
ple of the S. S. presented a beautiful 
pageant, “Christmas Feast of Lights,” di- 
rected by Mrs. Paul Wieand, a teacher, 
and was repeated on New Year’s Eve, 
prior to the Watch Night services and in- 
stallation of the newly elected Chureh of- 
ficers. Mr. Wm. Gensler is Supt. of the 
Adult 8. 8. A C. E. Society is being or- 
ganized, and it is hoped it may prove a 
success and may bring many more people 
into the Church. Holy Communion eele- 
brated Jan. 21. 

_The annual meeting of the Home Mis- 
sions Council was held in the Fifth Ave. 
Presbyterian Church, New York City, Jan. 
9-11. Dr. Chas. E. Schaeffer, who served 
as president for the past year, was re- 
elected for another term. The representa- 
tives of the Reformed Church in attend- 
ance were: Drs. C. E. Schaeffer, Theo. P. 
Bollinger, Wm. F. DeLong, Wm. E. Lampe 
and Elder Joseph S. Wise. The Council 
of Women for Home Missions met at the 
same time, same building, sometimes in 
joint session, and was attended by Miss 
Carrie M. Kerschner, Miss Ruth Heinmiller 
and Mrs. E. W. Lentz, representing the W. 
M. 8. of General Synod. The joint ban- 
quet held Jan. 9 was addressed by Dr. H. 
W. A. Hanson, president of Gettysburg 
College, and Dr. Albert W. Beaven, presi- 
dent of Colgate-Rochester Theological 
Seminary and president of the Federal 
Council of Churches. 


Another community school of leader- 
ship training was conducted at St. John’s 
Church, Fredonia, Pa., Rev. Victor A. 
Ruth, pastor. The first semester ended 
Dee. 4. 27 credits were given. The 2nd 
term will be held in the spring. White 
Gifts for the King service held at both 
Jerusalem and St. John’s with good ef- 
fect. Various causes within ithe denom- 
ination were remembered in the white 
gifts and the regular offering for St. 
Paul’s Orphans’ Home by individuals. The 
treasurers of both congregations reported 
all current bills paid and about 65% of 
the apportionment. 87% of the member- 
ship communed during the year. A very 
successful Every Member Canvass was 
conducted ajt St. John’s. The prospects 
are bright at the opening of a new year 
in both congregations. The missionary 
organizations in both Churches are in a 
flourishing condtion. 

The Christmas season was greatly en- 
joyed in Grace Church and School, Mt. 
Carmel, Pa., Rev. Morgan A. Peters, pas- 
tor. On Dee. 24, the Beginners’-Primary 
Depts. presented their program at 10 A. 
M. and at 8 P. M. ‘the choir rendered a 
cantata, “The Musie of Bethlehem,” by 
Fred. B.. Holton; 11 P. M., interesting 
program of Christmas songs and a panto- 
mime. The School presented a pageant 
Dee. 25. All programs were presented 
before large gatherings. Wateh Night 
services Dee. 31, with choir taking a prom- 
inent part. Union services were conducted 
the first week of January by the local min- 
isterium, of which Rev. Mr. Peters is 
President. Special services were held in 
Grace with the following preaching: Jan, 
9, Rev. A. A. Welsh, accompanied by his 
chancel choir; Jan. 10, Rev. A. E. Schell- 
hase; Jan. 11, Rev. L. M. Fetterolf, and 
Jan. 12, Rev. A. A. Kock, a former local 
pastor in the Evangelical Church. Holy 
Communion observed Jan, 14. 

Miss Evelyn Ruth Hay, daughter of the 
Rev. and Mrs. Ellis Hay, was united in 
marriage to the Rev. Rudolph D. Schulz, 
Jr., of Toledo, O., son of Mr, and Mrs. 
Rudolph D. Sehulz, of Chicago, Tl., on Jan, 
16, at 4 P. M., in St. Paul’s Church, Roa- 
noke, Va. The ceremony was performed 
by Dr. Hay, father of the bride and pas- 
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tor of St. Paul’s. The bride was attended 
by her sister-in-law, Mrs. Ellis W. Hay, of 
Indianapolis. The Rev. Ellis W. Hay, In- 
dianapolis, brother of the bride, served 
Mr. Schulz as best man, and the ushers 
were Howard Kerr and Paul Keenan, An 
informal reception was held at the Church, 
followed by a small tea for the bride’s 
close friends at the parsonage, after 
which Mr. and Mrs. Schulz left for a 
Southern wedding trip. The bride is a 
graduate of Hood College, and the bride- 
groom received his degree at Carthage 
College, and did graduate work at. North- 
western University of Chicago. He is now 
the pastor of Hope Lutheran Chureh, To- 
ledo. 

In Faith Church, Baltimore, Md., Rev. 
Frank A. Rosenberger, pastor, the Begin- 
ners’, Primary and Junior Depts. enjoyed 
a Christmas party Dec. 22. The early serv- 
ice of music and reading on Christmas Day 
was very beautiful and well attended. The 
S. S. pageant in the evening was inspiring 
and challenging, and was written and pre- 
pared by Miss Ruth Bien, Primary and 
Junior Dept. Supt. Christmas offerings, 
$145 sent to Hoffman Orphanage. Reports 
at the annual congregational meeting re- 
vealed many fine accomplishments, and evi- 
dently the new year will prove one of a 
happy fellowship and achievement in His 
work. At its recent meeting the §8. S. 
Board, through the pastor, presented to the 
general supt. of the school, Mr. Fred C. 
Schlingman, a handsome traveling bag in 
recognition of his 13 years of service in 
this capacity. 

Consecration services were again held 
for 2 weeks, Jan. 1-14, in First Church, 
Piteairn, Pa., Rev. Howard F. Loch, pas- 
tor. Similar services were held a year ago 
and with such success that they were re- 
peated this year, being equally as success- 
ful and_ helpful. Visiting ministers 
brought the messages: Revs. F. C. Schlater, 
H. L. Krause, E. R. Corman, Morris Coo- 
per, J. G. Walter, G. A. Teske, and H. A. 
Robb, of our denomination, and Rey. Mr. 
Dozer, Lutheran, and Rev. Mr. Faweett, 
Presbyterian. On Jan. 14 six new members 
received, children baptized and Holy ‘Com- 
munion observed with large number com- 
muning. The closing Consecration service 
was held Jan. 14, in the form of a Candle- 
light service, written by the pastor and 
presented by the Y. P. The story, “The 
Sacred Flame,” was given. One lighted 
candle representing the Light of the Gos- 
pel gave light to 9 Christian spirits, who 
lighted the candles of the Consistory mem- 
bers, and they in turn lighted the candles 
of all the congregation. In the circle of 
lighted candles, all united in a closing 
hymn, “Follow the Gleam.” 


On Jan. 19 the Board of Ministerial Re- 
lief received the following letter: “En- 
closed herewith find my check as Treasurer 
of our Church in the sum of $50.80, repre- 
senting five-sevenths of the annual pay- 
ment of $70.10, representing two and one- 
half ,times the annual dues of our pastor. 
Will say that your agreement specifying 
the amount of payment will be duly ex- 
ecuted by the president and secretary of 
the consistory, and forwarded to you in 
the course of the next few days. In the 
meantime you will please place this to our 
credit and consider Option A in effect, dat- 
ing from Jan. 15, 1934, forward.” Thus 
120 congregations are now participating 
in the “Additional 50% Financing of our 
Sustentation Fund,’ and have paid into 
the Treasury of our Board $4,505.48. 

The Christmas season in St. Paul’s 
Church, Meadville, Pa., Rev. V. J. Tingler, 
pastor, opened with a well rendered gen- 
eral program by the Beginners’, Primary 
and Junior Depts. on Dec. 21. The S. S. 
rooms and Chureh auditorium were filled 
to the last seat; offering for St. Paul’s 
Orphans’ Home, $125. A Candlelight serv- 
ice, which taxed the seating capacity of 
the Church, was greatly enjoyed Christmas 
Eve. Communion was celebrated Jan. 14, 
when over 60% of the membership com- 
muned. 
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St. Paul’s Chureh, Pittsburgh, Pa., Rev. 
Louis G. Novak, pastor, reports a most 
joyous Christmas season. At the mid-week 
service, Dec. 20, Rev. Mr. Williams, of the 
Primitive Methodist Church, and _ his 
Church choir rendered a most inspiring 
service. The Christmas Church service was 
held Dec. 24 with special: music; in the 
evening the 8. S. held its annual tree ser- 
vice, and the play, “The Story Beautiful,” 
was impressively presented. The singing 
of the young people, musie by the orches- 
tra and program by the primary group all 
helped to enrich the evening’s entertain- 
ment, Some 35 members of the S. S. re- 
ceived awards for perfect attendance. 
Chester Neuin received the first award 
for 7 years of perfect attendance. All the 
teachers and officers of the S. S. were in 
this honored list. On Christmas Eve the 
Y. P. went caroling, bringing joy to the 
shut-ins. Christmas Day was observed 
with a Candle Light service at 7 A. M., 
followed by a Christmas breakfast. The 
8. S. sent its annual Christmas offering to 
St. Paul’s Orphanage, which was a larger 
amount this year. Prayer Week was ob- 
served in union services with the Protest- 
ant Churches of the neighborhood. The 
young men of the Church have entered 
the intra-Chureh basketball league spon- 
sored by the Y. M. ©. A. St. Paul’s looks 
forward to a blessed New Year and wishes 
likewise to all. 


Trinity Church, Altoona, Pa-, Rev. Dr. 
James M. Runkle, pastor, enjoyed a most 
delightful Christmas season. On Dee. 22, 
the Primary Dept. rendered a _ beautiful 
service and the children received the usual 
Christmas treat. On Dec. 24, the Junior 
Dept. rendered their service in the S. S. 
hour and in the evening the Senior and 
Junior choirs of 50 voices rendered a most 
delightful Christmas cantata. For the past 
3 years, the pastor, with the aid of the 
choir directors and organists, has prepared 
his own Christmas service; this year they 
presented a musical cantata of 4 acts, car- 


ried out entirely in song. Offering for 
Orphan’s Home, $200; in addition special 
offerings were given of $25 to Ministerial 


Sustentation and $20 to Homewood, the 
Old Folks’ Home, Hagerstown, Md. An 
nual congregational meeting held Jan. 10, 
with reports of various organizations re 


vealing finances in splendid condition. The 
congregation began 1933 with a deficit, but 
ended the year with practically no deficit. 
The pastor presented his program for the 
year, which is more elaborate than any 
program the congregation has adopted for 
a number of years; however, the members 
have entered upon the execution of the 
program with considerable zeal and earn- 
estness and splendid results are expected. 


Christmas in St. Stephen’s Church, Per- 
kasie, Pa., Rev. Howard Obold, was a 3- 
day worship: The Beginners’ and Primary 
Depts. held their worship on Dee. 24; the 
Chureh was filled. The Beginners’ service 
was broadcast through station LOVE; the 
Primary Dept. presented “The Street of 
Hearts.” The rest of the School presented 
a@ service prepared by Mr. Russell S. 
Kramer, organist, “God’s Gift to Man.” 
Bethany Orphans’ Home was remembered. 
The service was repeated on Christmas 
night and the night following; about 2,000 
witnessed the service. The Church was 
beautifully decorated in green and white 
and lighted with eandles. An orchestra 
of 12 pieces, a junior choir of 30 boys 
and 40 girls, and a senior choir of 40 
voices helped in the worship. Christmas 
offerings, $662, of which Bethany Orphan- 
age received $500. The Junior C. E. sent 
40 serap books to Bethany and 15 books 
and 10 dolls to the County quota for poor 
children. The Junior Society sent $5 to 
Bowling Green, and the Senior, $2.50 for 
the same object, also its quota of 10 com- 
fort bags and $19.08 for Seamen’s Insti- 
tute. The Intermediate C. E. sent a box 
of soap, towels, ete., to Winnebago Indian 
Mission. $40.50 was contributed by 4 
classes for local welfare work. An inter- 


Trinity Church, Hanover, Pa., Rev. Dr. Marsby J. Roth, pastor, 
celebrated the 50th Anniversary of its organization on Dec. 10 
with appropriate services. (See picture of Dr. Roth on cover 


page.) 
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esting Watch Night service, “The Proces- 
sion of Life,” by Dr. Jesse Hermann, Lex- 
ington, Ky., was presented Dee. 31, at 
10.45 P. M. The members of the Polyanna 
Bible Class portrayed the months of the 
old year, setting forth the spirit of each 
month in a brief quotation followed with 
appropriate music. In a candle light ser- 
vice they received the light of the world, 
with which they entered the New Year 
that dawned upon the worship at mid- 
night. 


Rey. Chas. D. Rockel, pastor of Christ . 


Chureh, Altoona, Pa., on Jan. 7 commenced 
the 12th year of his Christ Church pastor- 
ate, the longest in the history of the con- 
gregation. The day was spent quietly, 
the pastor celebrating Communion and in- 
stalling the new officers of the Church. 
Open house was held the previous day in 
order that members might see the recent 
improvements completed in the kitchen of 
the parsonage. Two large pieces of stained 
glass window in the Church were replaced, 
having been blown out by a heavy wind 
several weeks ago. In the Y. P. Dept. a 
study has been started of “About Our- 
selves,” by Dr. Overstreet, of C. C. N. Y., 
a psychological consideration of human 
nature. The first discussion was presented 
by the President, Miss Elizabeth Hepner. 

The Christmas season at St. Luke’s 
Chureh, Wilkes-Barre, Pa., Rev. H. A. 
Shiffer, pastor, was most inspiring. On 
Dee. 20, the usual Christmas paarty was 
given the Beginners’ and Primary Depts. 
and mothers by their teachers. Dec. 22 a 
party was given the entire S. S. by the 
Men’s League. A’ joint Christmas service 
was held by congregation and S. S. on 
Dee. 24; program by the children; offer- 
ing for Bethany Orphans’ Home. At 10.30 
P. M. a beautiful Candle Light service 
held. The eombined choirs of children, 
girls’ chorus, and senior choir, numbering 
100, vested in black and white gowns, 
made a striking picture as they formed 
the figure of a cross during the proces- 
sion. The special musie by all choirs 
was under the leadership of the organist 
and choir leader, Mr. Denton Trefrey. Fol- 
lowing the service a group of young people 
made an itinerary of carol singing 
throughout the community. A community 
service held Jan. 10 in econneetion with 
the National Week of Prayer; 5 Churches 
participated. Annual congregational meet- 
ing and dinner held Jan. 16, with large 
and enthusiastic audience. The past year 
has in many respects been an encouraging 
one. 


The 9th Annual Spiritual Retreat for 


Tohickon Classis was held in Trinity 
Church, Telford, on Wednesday, Jan. 3. 
The program arranged by the Classical 
Committee on Evangelism, composed of 
Rev. G. W. Spotts, Rev. S. J. Kirk, and 
Elder Sellers, was inspirational and chal- 
lenging to both ministers and laymen. 
The morning devotional service was led 
by Rev. 8S. J. Kirk, whose topie was, “The 
Unrecognized Christ.” Holy Communion 
followed. Two topics were considered at. 
the morning session. The first topic, “The 
Indifferent Church Member,’ was present- 
ed by Revs. Schell, Benner, and Brown. 
Rev. Mr. Schell set forth in a concise way 
the psychological reasons for the indiffer- 
ent member, and described him as “a lia- 
bility, a responsibility, and an opportun- 
ity.” Rev. Mr. Benner spoke on “How 
to Deal with the Indifferent,’ and empha- 
sized the need for more personal and indi- 
vidual work on the part of the pastor. 
Rev. T. C. Brown insisted that. the Living 
Word, expressed through the personal life 
of the pastor and active members is the 
most compelling motive and challenge to 
the indifferent. The second topic, “Church 
Attendance,’ was treated by Rev. J. R. 
Shepley, Rev. J. W. Gilds, and Elder Lip- 
pencott. Rev. Mr. Shepley attributed lack 
of atitendance to the fact that religion 
and the Church do not find a vital place 
in the life of the members, and described 
the effective Church service as one that 
challenges and produces a response in the 
soul of the worshipper. Rev. Mr. Gilds 
emphasized pastoral visitation as an aid 
to Church attendance, while Elder Lippen- 
cott maintained that the Uplifted Christ 
never fails |to appeal and draw. Rev. Mr. 
Kressley conduced the devotions at the 
afternoon session. Rev. J. Rauch Stein, 
D.D., Rev. A. M. Rahn, and Rev. T. G 
Brown discussed the topie “Prayer.” Dr. 
Stein spoke on “The Growth and Power 
ot a Life of Prayer,” illustrating his mes- 
sage from personal reminiscences and ex- 
periences. Rev. Mr. Rahn emphasized the 
need for better pulpit and pastoral pray- 
ers. Rev. Mr. Brown spoke on “How to 
Regain the Lost Art of Prayer.” The sec- 
ond topic of the afternoon, “How to 
Make the Church Efficient,” was discussed 
by Rev. 8. E. Moyer, whose answer was, 
“Not by more organization, but by deep- 
ening of the spiritual life of the mem- 
bership and a fuller consecration of the 
entire body to the work of the Church.” 
Rey. J. E. Wildasin closed the conference 
with a summary and, on the basis of the 
discussions presented, challenged the 
group to a four-fold goal for 1934: 1, A 
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fuller appreciation of our task as pastors, 
elders and Christian leaders. 2. The need 
of more definite and thorough preparation 
for our task. 8. The whole-hearted dedi- 
cation of ourselves to our task. 4. The 
earnest application of ourselves ito what 
we know is our task.” 


PHOEBE HOME, ALLENTOWN, PA. 
Rev. F. H. Moyer, Supt. 


The annual meeting of the Board of 
Trustees was held at the Home on Jan. 10. 
The meeting came at the close of the first 
year’s operations of the enlarged plant, 
which brought new experiences to the 
guests and to the employees of the Home. 
The new building with its modern equip- 
ment has enabled the employees to care 
for a much larger family, with the addition 
of very few employees. During the past 
year the family increased more than 66%. 
Current expenses were all met and a very 
small balance remains in the current fund. 

There were again quite a number of 
legacies, which added over $9,000 in cash 
to the Endowment Fund and some $6,000 
in investments. Also new wills were pro- 
bated which will add at least $35,000 more 
to our endowment in the course of some 
years. 

There is still about $18,000 due on sub- 
scriptions to the building fund. The Trus- 
tees have decided to communicate with 
the subscribers in the hope that that sum 
will be paid into the building fund as soon 
as possible. All the bedrooms in the new 
building are now occupied with the excep- 
tion of ten, and all of the latter are still 
unfurnished. No additional guests can be 
received until more rooms are furnished. 
The cost of furnishing one of the infirmary 
bedrooms is $250. 

The expenses for the maintenance of the 
Home for the coming year will be about 
$10,000 higher than was received during 
the past year for maintenance. To raise 
the funds needed there should be d liberal 
Mothers’ Day offering in all the congrega- 
tions of the Eastern Synod supporting the 
Home, and every congregation is asked by 
the Board of Trustees to appoint a Phoebe 
Home committee to enrol as many mem- 
bers of the Auxiliary as possible. An Aux- 
iliary member pays $1 a year for the sup- 
port of the Home. That payment is to be 
made preferably on Mothers’ Day. The 


progress of the Home during the first year 
in the new building has been very grati- 
fying. With the hearty co-operation of all 
the congregations, the present year can be 
made just as satisfactory. 


HOME AND YOUNG FOLKS 
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Junior Sermon 


By the Rev. Thomas Wilson Dickert, D.D. 


THE PREVAILING CHURCH 


Text, Matthew 16:18, “Upon this rock I 
will build My Church; and the gates of 
Hades shall not prevail against it.” 

Last Friday, January the nineteenth, 
was the three hundred and seventy-first 
anniversary of the adoption of the Heidel- 
berg Catechism as the standard of faith 
of the Reformed Church. This day is cele- 
brated by our Church as Reformation Day. 
This Catechism is still in use in many of 
our congregations where catechumens are 
taught and trained for the Christian life 
and for Church membership. 

When Jesus established His Church 
nineteen hundred years ago, He knew that 


she would have a troublesome career. It 
was for this reason that He built her upon 
a rock so that she might be safe and se- 
cure. He knew that the forces of evil 
would assail her and try to destroy her, 
but He uttered the prophecy, which is also 
a promise, that the gates of Hades should 
not prevail against her. 

It is the faith of the members of the 
Church in the abiding presence of the 
Christ that has kept her alive through the 
centuries. When that faith was strong, 
the Church progressed and prospered; when 
the faith was weak, she lagged and deteri- 
orated. Jesus was wise in His ordering of 
the Church in such a way that she should 
be perpetuated. He made the Lord’s Sup- 
per a reminder by which His followers 
would remember Him from generation to 
generation. On the coming Easter hun- 
dreds of millions of Christians will cele- 
brate this sacrament in remembrance of 
Him, and this remembrance will keep the 
Church going. 


It is true that far too many Church 
members are negligent and indifferent to 
the Church, and do not attend the services 
of God’s house as regularly and as faith- 
fully as they should. But the best attend- 
ed services of the year are the communion 
services, where they take part in the cele- 
bration of the sacrament in remembrance 
of Him and renew their loyalty to Him. 

It has been said that in our own coun- 
try for a number of years an average of 
ten Churches were dedicated every day, 
and that not a week passes without the 
dedication of a Church in countries that 
were formerly heathen. Churches are the 
only institutions in the world that have 
been dedicated every day for nineteen 
hundred years. These give evidence to the 
fact that the Christian Church is a prevail- 
ing Church. 

Two anniversaries which are of great 
significance to the Reformed Church take 
place in this year. In fact, one of them 
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is past. The three hundred and fiftieth 
anniversary of the birth of Ulric Zwingli 
came on New Year’s Day. He was born 
on the first of January, 1484, and died on 
the eleventh of October, 1531, in the forty- 
eighth year of his life. He was confirmed 
as a member of the Roman Catholic 
Chureh, and ordained as a priest when he 
was twenty-two years of age, when he 
preached his first sermon. In the same 
year he was elected parish priest of 
Glarus. The ten years which he spent in 
that parish laid the foundation of his 
work as a reformer. The three years he 
afterwards spent at Einsiedeln strengthen- 
ed him in his conviction of the supreme 
authority of the gospel. He was grieved 
by the corruption into which the Mother 
Chureh had fallen, but hoped that the 
reformation of the Church would proceed 
quietly and from within. 

In 1518 he went to Zurich, where his 
reformation work began in earnest. He 
carried on this work independently of Mar- 
tin Luther, who was bringing about a 
reformation in Germany. During the civil 
war which broke out in Switzerland, 
Zwingli served as chaplain of the army, 
and while carrying the banner of his sol- 
diers at the battle of Kappel, he was 
struck to the ground and put to death in 
cold blood. His dying words, “They may 
kill the body but they cannot kill the 
soul,” have been a slogan and an inspira- 
tion to the Reformed Church ever since. 

The other anniversary, which will doubt- 
less be widely celebrated throughout the 
Reformed Church, is the four hundredth 
anniversary of the birth of Zacharias 
Ursinus, on the eighteenth of July. He 
was a German theologian, and was born 
at Breslau July 18, 1534. He was a dis- 
ciple of Melanchthon at Wittenberg and 
afterwards studied divinity at Geneva un- 
der Calvin. In 1561 he was appointed a 
professor at Heidelberg, and in 1563, at 
the instance of elector Frederick III, he 
drew up the Heidelberg Catechism in co- 
operation with Caspar Olevianus. 

Although I make no claim that the Re- 
formed Church is the prevailing Church, 
which position cannot be held by any de- 
nomination, Protestant or Catholic, never- 


theless the two reformers to whose anni- 


versary I have referred had a great deal 
to do with the reclaiming and perpetuation 
of the Church. The Reformed Church has 
several millions of members throughout the 
world and looks upon Zwingli as its foun- 
der and upon Ursinus as the formulator of 
its doctrinal standard. 


The prevailing Church, which has gone’ 


forward for nineteen centuries since Jesus 
made His marvelous statement concerning 
her perpetuity, is the Christian .Church 
throughout the world consisting of all be- 
lievers in the Lord Jesus Christ as their 
Master and Savior. The real Church and 
the ideal Church are not exactly identical, 
because there are some nominal Church 
members who do not qualify as real and 
sincere members of the Church of Christ. 
All true believers, all real Christians, 
whether Roman Catholic, Greek Catholic, 
or Protestant, compose the prevailing 
Church, which is constantly going forward 
to fulfill the promise and prophecy of her 
Lord. 

The Church could be much stronger than 
she is, and could accomplish a great deal 
more than she does, if every member would 
live up to the confession which the Hei- 
delberg Catechism puts into the mind and 
heart of every Catechumen, “And that I 
am and forever shall remain a living mem- 
ber of the same.” 

The character of the Church depends 
upon the character of her members, and 
she will continue to be a_ prevailing 
Church if her members renew their loyalty 
and ‘devotion to the great Head of the 
Church. This year, with its two outstand- 
ing anniversaries, ought to be a great in- 
spiration to all the members of the Reform- 
ed Church, and, because of human sympa- 
thy and co-operation, to all Christians who 
are members of the prevailing Church. 


REFORMED 


CHURCH 


An American in England was giving 
some illustrations of the size of his eoun- 
try. 

“You can board a train in the State of 


Texas at dawn,” he said, impressively, 
“and 24 hours later you'll still be in 
Texas!” 


“Yes,” said one of his English listeners, 
with feeling, “we’ve got trains like that 
here, too.” 


Mary Ann Humanizes 
a Ph. D. 
By William C. Rittenhouse 
(Copyright by the Author) 


(Continued from last week) 


On the doctor’s return for his week- 
end, the bear incident was a lively topic 
of conversation, and Mary Ann did not 
lose her opportunity in trying to subli- 
mate the professor’s fear complex. 

He was a wonderfully brave man to at- 
tempt to drive off the bear with a club; 
it might have turned and killed him. It 
was far more hazardous to attempt to 
take a bone from a bear than from a dog. 
Mary Ann, very discreetly, neglected to 
mention to her parents that the professor 
thought. the prowler was a sneak-thief. 

The professor was somewhat perplexed 
as to the reason for Mary Ann’s portrayal 
of him as a very brave man. The stimulus 
she received from his trembling body as 
he arose, after she had tripped over him, 
should have produced quite a different 
reaction in Mary Ann. Most young 
women would have taken a keen delight 
in portraying his fright. However, he 
was thankful for her consideration of 
him. She was a great girl. 


There must be some profound reason 
for her consideration. Her treatment of 
him was most unusual, but she was “un- 
usual.” He pondered these unusual acts 
for several days, when it suddenly dawned 
upon him that Mary Ann had an “un- 
usual” interest in him. He began to re- 
view her many acts of unusual conduct 
toward him: Flowers placed on his bureau 
every day; the bed covering laid back 
every night; an easy chair always placed 
conveniently for him; food, which he 
especially liked, prepared in the finest 
manner and _ served most frequently: 
dresses which he had politely admired 
worn more frequently than others. All 
began to tell a little story: Mary Ann 
was far too much interested in him. That 
would never do. Why should she persist in 
doing these things when he had told her 
plainly he was not interested in matri- 
mony? At his first opportunity he again 
would let her know where and how he 
stood on the “hook-up” question. The op- 
portunities came, but when they came the 
professor’s fear complex was master and 
he discreetly kept silent. Why he feared 
to repeat his declaration he did not know. 
Since he had become acquainted with her 
he learned there were many things he 
did not know, which was quite a joke for 
him. The thing he did not know which was 
of the greatest importance, was that he 
was “unusually” interested in Mary Ann. 
Psychologist, plus, that he was, he did not 
know Mary Ann was making so deep an 
impression upon his sub-conscious that. 
never could he live happily without her. 

If he had been engaged to pass judg- 
ment upon a ease like his he would have 
reported: “The young woman is so im- 
pressing her personality on the young man 
that he is unconsciously becoming deeply 
attached to her. and although now firmly 
convinced that he will not marry, he will 
do so, should he receive some great nerve- 
shock directly associated with the welfare 
of the young woman. At present, he has 
sneceeded in so sublimating the sex urge 
that it is equivalent to inhibition. If the 
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inhibition ean be broken by a nerve-shock 
the sub-conscious influence of the young 
woman will rise, with the volume of a 
flood, and his love for her will beeome so 
dominant in his life that marriage will be 
the only solution for a happy and normal 
career.” 

True to his promise, with the coming 
of August the doctor threw his profes- 
sional responsibilities to the winds and 


ceased his weekly three-day visits to the 
hospital. Freed from care, he entered into 
the cabin life with the zest of youth. 
Every day seemed to have some special 
sport feature. The professor never imag- 
ined so much genuine pleasure could he 
found, by so small a group, in a moun- 
tain camp. Whenever possible, every 
event was a family affair. When they 
went swimming or hiking, all went swim- 
ming or hiking. 

The meal schedule was changed to suit 
the occasion. If the preparation of the 
evening dinner interfered with the day’s 
program, they had luncheons only. Every- 
one was to have a good time and cabin 
work was not allowed to interfere. Fre- 
quently Mrs. Stone was called upon to 
prepare the evening dinner when they ex- 
pected to be absent most of the day. 


Many an evening meal was prepared 
and eaten at some specially delightful 
place on the shore of the pond, or some 
charming spot in the mountains. How the 
professor did enjoy building the fire, feed- 
ing it with great, dry pine cones, and 
assisting Mary Ann boil the coffee, fry 
the ham or fish, taken right from the 
pond, and lay the table on the soft, fra- 
grant pine needles. What a mighty appe- 
tite he had on such occasions. He was 
showing more and more signs of becoming 
human. 

It was when the mother went bathing 
for the first time with the group that the 
professor’s eyes were opened to the physi- 
eal charms of the doctor’s wife. He had 
given little thought to the fact that a 
mother nearing 50 could be as attractive, 
vhysieally, as the daughter. Frequently, 
while they were in swimming, he had to 
look twice to make sure which was mother 
and which daughter. He was also sur- 
prised at the athletic prowess of the 
mother. She could dive and swim as ex- 
pertly as Mary Ann, and her enjoyment 
of the sport was equally keen. The quiet 
woman about the cabin had become a new 
person. He wondered why she had not 
gone in swimming before the doctor’s va- 
cation began. He had yet to learn she 
was a wise woman. 

The professor was pleased to see all en- 
joying themselves, but he wished he had 
Mary Ann more to himself. Why should 
he have that selfish reaction? Mary Ann 
was only a fine friend and jolly compan- 
ion. About the only times, now, he could 
be alone with Mary Ann were on their 
canoe trips, and he began to look forward 
to these trips with pleasant anticipations. 
The doctor was an enthusiastic fisherman, 
and pike. pickerel and bass were almost a 
dailv diet. The professor was not en- 
thusiastie about fishing, but enjoyed the 
doctor’s company. 

Everything possible was done for the 
professor’s happiness and comfort, but 
there were many times when he was not 
happy. He was annoyed by his suscepti- 
bility to Mary Ann’s influence and was 
greatly distressed by his false pretense 
concerning religion. He was interested 
in the minister’s sermons, some of which 
were of much practical value, with which 
he agreed and made a special effort to 
commend. but he knew this was simply 
accentuating his hypocrisy. All the min- 
ister’s references to God as a personal, 
sniritual being, interested in the affairs 
of man, he set aside as superstition. He 
did not believe in a being or power super- 
ior to man. 

At times, he felt impelled to debate 
with the minister some of his declara- 
tions. He did not do so beeause he did not 
wish Mary Ann to know of his attitude 
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toward religion. This was not only hypoe- 
risy but cowardice. At such times he felt, 
that as a man, he was not even worth the 
98 cents science had declared the ecom- 
mercial value of the physical man. 

If he could have known that Mary Ann 


was fully aware of his being an atheist 
he would have left the cabin immediately. 
The doctor had told his daughter that the 
Dean of the university had rated his re- 
ligious life at less than zero. Under no 
circumstances would the doctor have kept 
her in ignorance concerning the profes- 
sor’s religious convictions. Religion was 
too vital a matter to his daughter. The 
doetor was surprised, however, that Mary 
Ann received this startling information 
without comment. 

Then, the doctor’s religious life was a 
constant irritant to the professor. On his 
knees, every night, at family worship 
brought up the demon of hypocrisy. All 
he could think of, when on his knees, was 
his hypocritical conduct. He positively 
would not maintain that attitude any 
longer than possible. At the first oppor- 
tune time he would let the doctor know 
his religious beliefs. He would not re- 
turn to the university with a damning 
sub-conscious experience of playing the 
hypoerite. 

The opportunity came one afternoon 
while they were fishing in the pond. It 
was one of those days when the fish 
would not bite. 


(To Be Continued Next Week) 


Children’s Corner 


By Alliene De Chant Seltzer 


“There’s something mys-ter-ious going to 
happen tonight in the old, broken-down 
Buddhist temple that nobody uses any- 
more,” whispered an excited Chinese boy 
to his best friend. “A tall person with 
white skin and very red hair, and eyes 
that do not slant, is coming, they say, 
to tell us about a man named Jesus.” 
“That so?” whispered back his friend, edg- 
ing closer to him. “Maybe he’s the strang- 
er folks down our street went out to meet. 
They went off in a boat early this morn- 
ing and they had three baskets of fire- 
crackers with them to shoot off as a wel- 
come!” “Maybe he’ll have something to 
give us! Folks say he has pictures of 
that Jesus and pretty cards from America 
with Jesus verses on them that we can 
read.” And so the two boys went early 
to the temple, forgetting even to taste 
their rice and tea, but the place was so 
crowded that they had a hard time wig- 
gling their way to the front. The man 
was the tallest they had ever seen and his 
hair was really-truly red, nor did his eyes 
slant at all; and, strange to say, the boys 
could understand him, for he spoke their 
language, and a lady, almost as tall as 
he, played a kind of box thing with her 
feet and hands that made the queerest 
sounds, and sang words that were all about 
that Jesus. The best part of it all, how- 
ever, was the very end, when he and the 
lady told all the children to form a line, 
and, sure enough, there were Jesus cards 
with verses on them in real Chinese char- 
actevs. But the two ten-year-olds who had 
given up their rice and tea, didn’t get any. 
You see, the tall man and the lady had 
only one boxful, and they gave first to 
the very smallest children, and the boys 
were too polite to edge in ahead. But 
they stayed until almost everybody had 
gone, hoping that somehow they might 
get a card; and the lady who played the 
box-thing with her hands and feet, whis- 
pered they’d come again and perhaps there 
would be enowgh ecards to go around. So 
let’s make sure that there are, and begin 
now to trim and paste our loveliest Christ- 
mas cards on sheets of blank paper, leav- 
ing plenty of space for a Bible verse in 
Chinese or Japanese writing, and mail 
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When I was but a boy, 

I made a rosy plan, 

Of all the things I’d have, 
When I became a man. 


When I became a man, 
I recalled with joy 


The many things I had, 
When I was but a boy. 


Today I’m quite content, 
I know now what to do: 
No fears, no vain regrets. 
My wants are very few. 


—Grenville Kleiser. 


them to any of our missionaries listed in 
our Reformed Church Almanac. Cards, 
you know, can be used “over there” the 
whole year through. P. S. I just had a 
card from Missionary Schroer, thanking 
us all for the “Morioka Pagoda” surprise 
and for the Christmas cards, all ready for 
use. 


General Gordon, of the Confederate 
Army, on one occasion introduced his’ body 
servant, a loyal Negro, to General Lee. 
The Negro bowed low and said, “Mas Lee, 
I is one of your soljers. I’se fighting on 
your side.” General Lee greeted him cor- 
dially, and said, “I am glad to know it. 
All my soldiers are wounded. Have you 
a wound?” “No, sir, I ain’t got no wound, 
cause I stays in the rear with the gin- 
erals.” 


Home Education 


“The Child’s First School is the Family” 
—Froebel 


WINTER PLAY 
Elsie F. Kartack 


As I glanced from my window, I saw 
five-year-old John come out of his house, 
which was next to mine. He was properly 
dressed for outdoor play on a snowy day, 
but he had nothing with which to play. As 
his mother closed the door, she said, “Now , 
don’t sit down anywhere; keep moving so 
that you won’t be cold.” a 

John looked aimlessly around for a few 
moments, watched a truck until it was 
out of sight, called to the passing mail- 
man, tried unsuccessfully to coax a dog 
to him, and then, seeming to feel that he 
had exhausted all other possibilities, he 
kicked about in the snow at the edge of 
the walk. This became interesting, and 
he walked into the midst of the small 
patch of snow in his yard and began to 
make snowballs. He seemed quite happy 
in this occupation for about ten minutes 
when suddenly the door opened and his 
mother reappeared. 

“John, John.” she called, “come right 
here to me. What do you mean by play- 
ing in the snow? Just look at your new 
mittens that Grandmother gave you for 


Christmas! They are soaked through and 
just ruined! Come into the house at 
once!” 


John resisted but was nevertheless drag- 
ged in by his anxious mother. 

“Poor child!” I commented, as my 
thoughts went back to my own childhood. 


THE PASTOR SAYS: 


A friendly dog has some ways hu- 
mans could follow with profit to 
themselves. 

—Now and Then. 
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Some of my happiest memories were cen- 
tered about the snow. What fun we used 
to have—my brothers and sisters and I 
and our playmates! I recalled the snow- 
men and the forts that we built and the 
battles we had with our snowball ammu- 
nition, the tunnels that we made in the 
deep snow and the joy of coasting. 

No normal child can resist the snow. 
The sensible mother will realize how much 
joy the child gets from it and will make 
this play possible. He should, of course, 
be appropriately dressed, with coat, leg- 
gings, warm cap, scarf and mittens. The 
clothing should protect but not hamper 
the child. It should be able to stand hard 
usage for if he has to think of his clothes, 
part of the joy of his play is gone. A 
pair of thick woolen mittens is preferable 
to kid mittens unless the latter are water- 
proof, for woolen ones, when soaked, can 
be dried again and are just as good as 
new. 

Suitably dressed, when well, the child 
should be allowed his play in the snow at 
least a few minutes each day. If possible, 
he should have playmates, and then he 
will have experiences that no other activ- 
ity can give. 

Poor little John! Since he had no com- 
panions he should certainly have had a 
sled to drag around after him or a little 
snow shovel to play with. Either of these 
would have kept him active and happy. 
How unfortunate that his mother should 
have thought more of the kid mittens than 
of her child’s joy in playing in the snow 
and the health-giving results. 


“The old saying: ‘A thing well begun 
is half done, finds its significant fulfill- 
ment in the kindergarten. We know of 
nothing where a good beginning is quite 
so important as in the education of the 
child. The kindergarten offers the finest 
opportunity for such beginning.”—W. A. 
Brandenburg, President, Kansas State 
Teachers College, Pittsburgh. 

Be sure there is a kindergarten for the 
little children of your community. If no 
provision has been made, make an effort 
to get a class established under a properly 
trained kindergartner. The National Kin- 
dergarten Association, 8 West Fortieth 
Street, New York, will be glad to aid you. 
Write for information and free leaflets. 


The Family Altar 


By Rev. Alfred Grether 
Defiance, Ohio 


HELP FOR WEEK OF JAN. 29-FEB. 4 


Memory Verse: “Seek ye first His king- 
dom and His righteousness: and all these 
things shall be added unto you.” Matt. 
6:33. 

Memory Hymn: “Dear Father, to Thy 
Mercy Seat.” 312 in Hymnal of Reformed 
Church. ‘ 


Monday: True Prayer 
Matt. 6:5-15 

Prayer, to be real and acceptable to 
God, must be offered to Him in a right 
spirit. To have set times and places for 
prayer, to express the desires and feelings 
of our hearts to Him in well chosen words 
is commendable; but to approach our 
heavenly Father, who seeth in secret, with 
a heart and a desire that are right is of 
greater importance than adherence to any 
special rules or forms. He who under- 
stands our very thoughts knows whether 
we pray in faith and-a spirit of grati- 
tude, whether we are deeply conscious of 
our need and the needs of our fellowmen, 
whether we truly forgive those who have 
wronged us and sincerely desire and seek 
their welfare. Asking according to His 
will, we shall receive. 


JANUARY 25, 1934 


Prayer: “Our Father, who art in heaven,” 
ete. 


Tuesday: True Treasure 
Matt. 6:19-23 


If one without proper knowledge or 
judgment should be requested to make a 
wise selection of gifts from treasures dis- 
played to his dazzled eyes, he would ap- 
preciate the advice of a trustful well in- 
formed friend. In a true sense the world 
is a treasure house and our daily and hour- 
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ly choices are of the greatest importance. 
Jesus is the gracious, all knowing friend 
who deigns to go with us and help us 
choose the worth-while things, if we but 
accept His friendship and rely on His 
Word and not on our faulty understanding 
and misleading impulses. The true abid- 
ing treasurers, He tells us, are not those 
which are stored on earth but the ones 
which we by leading unselfish, godly lives 
lay up in heaven. He who sets his heart 
on these shall be blessed in time and 
eternity. 


MESSENGER 17 
Prayer: Lord, enable us to see clearly 

that only they are truly blessed who are 

rich in God. Keep us from setting our 


hearts on things that draw men away from 
Thee to their own destruction. Fill our 
souls with a passion for doing good. Amen. 


Wednesday: Our Father’s Care 
Matt. 6:24-34 
To strengthen us in the assurance that 
God cares for us most tenderly, Jesus 
would have us note how the Father pro- 


LENTEN FOLDERS 


The Palm Sunday and Easter Folders will be advertised later. 


For Announcements of Services or Pastors’ Letter 


These illustrations are reduced in size, they give only a plain one-color outline of these attractive Folders. 


beautifully lithographed in five colors from original designs of true religious art. 


We furnish these Folders fiat, in blank form, so that any local printer can insert in space provided the desired name 
and address of the Church and print on the inside pages a suitable Greeting, a Program, or a combination of both. 


These folders are coming more and more into use. 
No. 341 is an artistic arrangement of the famous painting, “Our Lord on Mount Olive,” the rich but subdued colors bring- 


ing out its full beauty. 


They are 


Suitable for Type Printing, Mimeographing, or Multigraphing 
Furnished Flat—Not Folded 


No. 341—534 x 634 Unfolded 


PRICES 
Nos. 341, 255 and 143—534 x 634 Flat 
LOGE CODICES Wieacieciriccns crn orate Sed: 
BOG CODIGS arte ciate suateh susie. sas 2.50 
OOO BCODIOS S aciersreisyociohaveseaele,.6) of 4.00 


Gems tn 6 apes of ronaremse, prayer amb ate 
peteney Grae! npr! Mennnge wet pm 


Ranssray yoors 


No. 349 Size Oven—8 x 6% in. 
Clesed—35,' x 6, in. 


No, 255—534, x 634 Unfolded 
No. 261—84, x 11 Unfolded 


PRICES 
Nos. 261 and 256—81!, x 11 Flat 
TOO CODICS eerste alec. sisi ars Bk $ 1.50 
BOO CODICS eeaeietiiere ieeieuss o.o%s uceae's 6.00 
TO QO MCOVIOS Brets ca eaicte inde sid «10,0 0K 10.00 
No. 349. 


No. 143—534 x 634 Unfolded 


ADDITIONAL COST FOR 
PRINTING DEPENDS 
ON AMOUNT OF 
COPY 


A MESSAGE FOR LENT AND EASTER 


A beautiful and appropriate Lenten and Easter message for pastors and church 


workers to be sent to the members of the congregation during the Lenten season. 


The messages are furnished flat, ready for your signature, then fold through the 


center and again at the flap to form their own envelopes, seal and mail for only 


1c. Price, $2.75 per 100. 


If desired, a special sheet to be enclosed in the folder on which the announce- 
ment of the Lenten services, topics, etc., are to be printed can be supplied at 


25c per 100. 
Send for sample No. 349. 
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vides for creatures of lower rank — the 
fowls of the air, the lilies of the field. 
Next to the study of the Bible, nothing is 
so helpful to the inner man, so consoling 
and reassuring, so enriching to one’s faith 
as nature study. Yet for countless Chris- 
tians the kingdom of nature, due to their 
neglect, is all but a closed book; with 
others it is taboo. Is it any wonder, in 
view of such an attitude, that many, in 
their little faith, go a mourning all their 
days? How we slight the cravings of the 
truer self and wrong our souls when we 
pass the beauties and highly important 
teachings of nature lightly by! 


Prayer: 
“Let everlasting thanks be Thine, for such 
a bright display 
As makes a world of darkness shine with 
beams of heavenly day. 
My soul rejoices to pursue the steps of 
Him I love, 
glory breaks 
brighter worlds above.” 


Till upon my view in 


Amen, 


Thursday: God’s Kingdom First 
Mark 10:23-31 


To selfish, unconverted souls Christ’s 
command to put the kingdom of God first 
in one’s thinking and striving seems vain 
and foolish. By the earthly treasures on 
which they set their hearts under the de- 
lusion that thése are the things of highest 
value they are so blinded that they are 
not able to see the higher and better things 
of lasting worth. Failing to turn their 
hearts to these and having soon to leave 
all material treasures behind and stand 


before God, they are unspeakably poor, 
though they may have the wealth of 
Croesus. Christ’s promise of a hundred- 


fold reward now and in the world to come 
eternal life holds good for all who believe 
His Word and do His will. On Him let all 
set their affections. 

Prayer: Lord, “Turn away our eyes from 
beholding vanity and quicken our feet in 
Thy paths.” Help us to be content with 
the portion which Thou metest out to us 
and to count it our greatest joy that we 
are permitted to be laborers in Thy vine- 
yard. Amen, 


Friday: Dependence Upon Christ 
John 15:1-8 


When Jesus chose His disciples, He had 
in mind that they should bear fruit to His 
glory. Nothing produces a greater abun- 
dance of pleasing fruit than a healthy, 
well tended grape vine; but if by any 
means a branch is severed from the vine, 
its fruitfulness ceases and it withers and 
dies. As the branch depends on the vine 
for its life and usefulness, so Christ’s 
apostles, as He often reminded them, de- 
pended on Him for everything; so we and 
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all of His followers depend on Him. With- 
out Him we can do nothing to further His 
kingdom and to glorify Him; but abiding 
in Him we shall not want for any good or 
needful thing, and the fruit of our lives 
shall be pleasing to God. 


Prayer: 

“Planted in Christ, the living Vine, 
This day with one accord, 
Ourselves with humble faith and joy, 
We yield to Thee, O Lord.” - Amen, 


Saturday: A Very Present Help 
Psalm 46:1-11 


This Psalm brings to God’s children the 
assurance of His constant, almighty pres- 
ence and of help commensurate to their 
need, even in the darkest and most trying 
times. On it Luther based his celebrated 
hymn, “A Mighty Fortress Is Our God.” 
Often, when assailed by gloomy thoughts, 


CRITICISM 


To criticize is easy 
As you pass along life’s road, 
It is easy to condemn and sneer 
When another bears the load. 


But if you know an easier way, 
Then lend a helping hand, 


Do not let a worker sweat 
While you criticize and stand. 


To criticize is easy 
As you pass along life’s road, 
But a better and a nobler way 
Is to help to bear the load. 


—Grenville Kleiser. 


he said to his friend Melanchton, “Come, 
Philip, let us sing the forty-sixth Psalm.” 
From it he drew much of the inspiration 
and power that made of him the grand out- 
standing leader of the Reformation. The 
river of God, undiminished, is still flow- 
ing for the constant supply of all the in- 
habitants of the city of God; and God 
himself, unlike the far away gods of man’s 
conception, “is in the midst of her.” 


Prayer: 
“OQ God our help in ages past, 
Our hope for years to come, 
Be Thou our guard while troubles eae 


And our eternal home.’ . Amen. 
e 


Sunday: The Works and Word of God 
Psalm 19:7-14 


Our subject, today, directs our atten- 
tion to the two greatest things which it 
is possible for the mind to meditate on. 
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The mind of the “sweet Psalmist”? was as 
keen and thorough going in pondering one 
as the other. To keep our lives properly 
balanced and attuned to the mind of God 
we should all seek to be like Him. “I’ma 
sun worshiper!” said a frivolous man who 
had no patience with Church-goers and 
closed his heart to the Bible and Christian 
teaching. Deplorable as such an attitude 
is, it is certainly also to be lamented, when 
Christians take such warped views of the 
Bible that they all but close their eyes to 
the glorious manifestations of God in the 
universe and seldom, if ever, take time to 
consider His works and the important les- 
sons which they teach. 


Prayer: 
“O holy, holy, holy Lord, 
Bright in Thy deeds and in Thy Name, 
For eyer be Thy Name adored, 
Thy ‘glories let the world proclaim. i 
Amen, 


Teacher: “Now tell me what were the 
thoughts that passed through Sir Isaae 
Newton’s mind when the apple fell on 
his head.” 

Boy: “I guess he felt awful glad it 
wasn’t a brick.’—Pacific Methodist Ad- 
vocate. 


Box 


ANSWER TO — DOUBLE-TIED WORD 
CUBE, No. 45 


Puzzle 


PO. IN Cae 
OF 2 Eiaehees 
NY. SE Vv Ee: 
CAR ae 
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HIDDEN WORD PUZZLE IN RHYME, 
No. 33 


first is in business as well as in trade, 
second’s in curtain but not in shade. 
third is in trouble but not in rest, 
fourth is in common but not in best. 
fifth is in modern but not in new, 
sixth is in many but not in few. 
seventh’s in timid but not in brave, 
eighth is in courtly but not in knave, 
ninth is in saving as well as in spend, 
tenth is in buying but not in lend, 
eleventh’s in social but not in alone, 
twelfth is in mountain as well as in 
stone. 
thirteenth is in needy but not in poor, 
fourteenth is in comfort but not in 
cure. 
My whole is one of the things that has 
broken down during the past few years. 
—A. M. §S. 


THE REFORMED CHURCH AND THE 
JEWS 


By Rev. John Stuart Conning, D.D. 


(This article merits careful reading and 
consideration. For a number of years the 
Reformed Church engaged in Christian 
work among the Jews, and the W. M. S. 
of the General Synod carried on similar 
work in Philadelphia. Dr. Conning, who 
has made a thorough study of the Chris- 
tianization of the Jews, offers a new ap- 
proach to this task. Instead of setting up 
definite work for Jews as such, he recom- 
mends that friendly and sympathetic rela- 
tions be established on the part of Chris- 
tian Churches and Christian people with 
the Jews who live in the neighborhood. 
Dr. Conning points out that there are at 
least 600 congregations in the Reformed 
Church that have Jews living within their 
area.—Charles E. Schaeffer.) 

Jews belong here as surely as the rest of 
us. When Columbus set sail across the 
western sea, five Jews joined him in the 
great adventure. In 1654 twenty-three 


Jewish refugees from Brazil landed on 
Manhattan Island. That little company 
has grown until New York has a Jewish 
population of 1,835,000, the largest Jewish 
community known to history, and a total 
Jewish population in the United States of 
4,500,000 is scattered over every state of 
the Union. According to the ‘American 
Jewish Year Book,’ Jews are now living 
in this country in 9,712 different places. 

What is of particular significance in this 
wide distribution of Jews in the United 
States is that almost all Jews are living 
in proximity to Christian Churches and 
are in daily contact with Christian neigh- 
bors. A recent study of the Jewish situa- 
tion in its relation.to the Reformed Church 
in the United States revealed that there 
are 601 Churches scattered over every 
Synod and every Classis which have Jews 
in their parishes. 

It is the presence of these Jews in the 
neighborhood of so many Churches, that 
presents a providential opportunity to 
their pastors.and Church members to es- 
tablish friendly contacts with them and 


seek to interpret to them through sym- 
pathy and kindness Christ and the Chris- 
tian faith. If every Church having Jew- 
ish neighbors accepted in some definite 
way spiritual responsibility for the Jews 
at its door the aggregate of service would 
far transcend anything that has hitherto 
been attempted for the race of Jews. 


The urgency of the opportunity is now 
emphasized by the increasing number of 
Jews who are adrift from the synagogue. 
Professor Mordecai Kaplan in one of his 
essays says: “The most heart-breaking dis- 
illusionment which we Jews have faced in 
our entire history has been the one follow- 
ing the removal of our civil and political 
disabilities. The least we expected was 
that we would henceforth find 
to be Jews. The fact is that it was never 
so hard to be a Jew as nowadays. The 
truth is Judaism is disintegrating. So 
rapid is the process of disintegration that 
unless it is stopped betimes Judaism will 
be past recovery.” 


The pathos of the situation is only 


it easier 


i! 
hl 
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augmented by the confusion that prevails 
among Jewish religious leaders. One well 
known Jewish publicist declared to me: 
“Religion is no longer a factor in Jewish 
life.’ Rabbi Solomon Goldman says in a 
recent volume: “The end of almost a cen- 
tury of religious confiict in Jewry finds 
neither Orthodoxy nor Reform with any 
victory to record; finds rather, both so im- 
poverished in spiritual and intellectual re- 
sources that neither can hope to meet the 
new challenge of our own day.” 

Today, Jews are open-minded as they 
have not been for centuries. Dissatisfied 
with the ancient faith, they are seeking 
spiritual satisfaction elsewhere. Many 
young Jewish working people have adopted 
socialism with its doctrine of human 
brotherhood as their religion. Others are 
bowing at such strange shrines as Chris- 
tian Science, theology, spiritualism and 
ethical culture. Every modern cult has 
a Jewish following. They are also willing 
to consider the claims of Christianity when 
presented intelligently and sympathetical- 
ly. So open is the mind and heart of the 
Jew that Dr. James Black, of Edinburgh, 
said recently: “This is the day for which 
our fathers prayed.” 

In the present situation there is a call 
of God to 601 Reformed Churches to seek 
a truly Christian approach to their Jewish 
neighbors. The Church is the normal and 
responsible agency for bringing Jews into 
contact with Christian truth. Ministers 
and .Christians generally must learn in 
their service for Christ to include the Jews 
at their door. They must learn to get 
alongside their Jewish neighbors in such 


‘ation. 


a way as to let them taste the spirit of 
Jesus Christ. Good as the service of spe- 
cial centers of Jewish work have been, they 
are quite inadequate to meet the new situ- 
Every Church having Jews in its 
parish must accept its own responsibility 
to help them to a truer and fuller knowl- 
edge of Jesus Christ whose face to them 
and their fathers has remained so long 
hidden. 

That such a ministry is possible and emi- 
nently rewarding is being demonst ated 
wherever it has been seriously undertaken. 
Many a Church has discovered that Jews 
instead of being unreachable are as respon- 
sive as other unchurched elements in a 
community to a friendly approach. There 
are already within the membership of the 
Reformed Church families and individuals 
with a Jewish heritage who are rejoicing 
in their new-found faith, and rendering 
valuable service as officers and Church 
workers. The only reason why the num- 
ber is not greater. is because so few 
Churches have been enlisted in the enter- 
prise. When every Church having Jewish 
neighbors seeks to share with them the 
blessings of the new covenant, a new day 
will have dawned in the work of Jewish 
evangelization. The supreme need of the 
Jews is the Supreme Jew from whom their 
people have been so long estranged. To 
interpret Him to the Jewish people is the 
high privilege and responsibility of every 
Christian and of every Church that is in 
contact with Jews. The key to the ap- 
proach is sympathy and kindness. The 


watchword of the Church should be: For 
every Jew in America a Christian friend. 


Mrs. 
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President Roosevelt was asked to work 
out with the Governors and Congressmen 
of the South a co-operative plan between 
the Federal and States Governments for 
the eradication of lynching in a resolution 
adopted Jan. 9 by the Conference of 
Southern White Women for the Preven- 
tion of Lynching. The conference was 
composed of women from 11 of the 13 
Southern States and was said to represent 
more than a million white women. 

After negotiations lasting more than a 
year, the new Franco-Russian commercial 
treaty was completed Jan. 9 and soon will 
be formally signed. A step toward an alli- 
ance against Germany and Japan is seen 
in this trade accord. 

A 5-year Turkish industrialization plan 
aimed at transforming “an economically 
backward and primitive agricultural na- 
tion into one of the most highly cultured 
nations of the world’ was made public 
Jan. 9. American specialists, headed by 
Walker D. Hines, former United States 
Railroad Administrator, have in the last 
year investigated Anatolia’s agricultural, 
mineral and industrial position, and it is 
on the basis of their reports and the in- 
vestigations of Premier Ismet Pasha and 
the Minister of Economy, Djelal Bey, that 
President Mustafa Kemal’s young republic 
is mobilizing for the big economic drive. 

President Roosevelt ended Jan. 9 any 
hopes of restoration of Federal pay by 
issuing an executive order continuing un- 
til June 30 the 15 per cent reduction of 
the Economy Act. 

Mrs. Carrie Chapman Catt, noted woman 
suffrage leader and peace advocate, was 
honored Jan. 9 on her 75th birthday by 
200 women at a luncheon in New York. 

Miss Alice French, who wrote many 
novels under the pen name Octave Thanet, 
died at her home at Davenport, Iowa, 
Jan. 9. She was 83, and had been an 
author since 1878. She published many 
short stories. Most of her work was de- 
voted to Western life. 

Emma Goldman, famous anarchist de- 


ported by the United States 15 years ago, 
has received permission to enter the coun- 
try for 90 days to visit relatives. 

Franklin Potts Glass, publisher of “The 
Montgomery (Ala.) Advertiser,” and one 
of the most widely known editors of the 
South, died Jan. 10 at Birmingham. 

Six great naval seaplanes winged over 
the Golden Gate Jan. 10, San Francisco, 
on the start of a 2,400-mile flight from 
that city to Honolulu. This was the long- 
est mass hop ever made, and this record 
flight took 24 hours and 56 minutes. 

William C. Bullitt was confirmed by the 
Senate Jan. 11 as the first Ambassador 
to the Soviet Union, the only open oppo- 
nent of his nomination being Senator Rob- 
inson, of Indiana. 

Recent floods in the Andes swept 10 
towns, wiping out whole villages in Men- 
doza Province and causing many deaths 
and property damage estimated at $3,000,- 
000. 

Robert H. Gore has resigned as Gov- 
ernor of Puerto Rico on account of ill 
health. President Roosevelt has sent to 
the Senate the nomination of Major Gen. 
Blanton Winship, retired, for the post. 


Aimaro Sato, 77, Japanese Ambassador 
to Washington from 1916 to 1918, died at 
Tokyo, Jan. 13. 

Children of the country to the number 
of 5,500,000, 35 per cent of whom are of 
pre-school age, have been the principal 
victims of hardships eaused by the de- 
pression, Harry lL. Hopkins, Federal 
emergency relief administrator, said Jan. 
12 at Washington. 


The improvement the League’s finan- 
cial committee recently noted in Hungary 
and Bulgaria it reports of Austria. 


The 17th congress of the Russian Com- 
munist party opened Jan. 25. It is said 
the scope and magnitude of the problems 
to be considered far transcend anything 
that has gone before. 

The 78th session of the League of Na- 
tions Council*opened at Geneva Jan. 15, 
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under the presidency of Joseph Beck, Pol- 
ish Foreign Minister. 

The recovery prospects in the United 
States for 1934 are “improving and are 
incomparably brighter” than in 1933, ae- 
cording to Harold F. Butler, director of 
the League of Nations International La- 
bor Office, in a report appearing in its 
monthly review. 

A drive to inerease the Free State’s 
export and import trade with the United 
States has been initiated by the de Valera 
government of Ireland. 

The University of Pennsylvania, which 
recognizes Benjamin Franklin as_ its 
founder, commemorated the 228th anni- 
versary of his birth Jan. 17 by opening 
a special 3-day exhibit of its extensive 
collection of Frankliniana. 

_ The toll of the recent storm and flood 
in British Guiana was 16 lives and prop- 
erty damage at $1,500,000. 

The Manchukuoan Government has an- 
nounced that it would send 152 students 
abroad for technical education. Most of 
them will go to Japan, 3 to the United 
States, and also the same number to Eng- 
land, France and Germany each. 

Air Marshal Italo Balbo has sailed from 
Naples to take up his new post as Gov- 
ernor of Libya in Africa. Colonel Stefano 
Cagna, who was the Air Marshal’s 2nd 
pilot on the flight to Chicago, has accom- 
panied him to Libya. 

American claims against Russia, which 
must be settled before the question of 
granting credits to the Soviet is consid- 
ered, have been placed in an official esti- 
mate at $623,000,000. 

_ Walker Downer Hines, 64, former 
director-general of the United States Rail- 
roads, died suddenly Jan. 14 in Merano, 
Italy. He had gone to Europe as an ad- 
viser in Turkey’s economic plan. 

Carlos Hevia was elected President of 
Cuba by the revolutionary junta Jan. 15. 
He is a graduate of the United States 
Naval Academy. He took office after first 
declining to take the post held by Ramon 
Grau San Martin, who resigned. 

The President sent a special message to 
Congress Jan. 15, in which he outlined 
a permanent monetary policy—50 to 60- 
eent dollar—and chartered a course for 
the continuing future instead of from day 
to day. He asked Congress to vest title 
in the Treasury to all the monetary gold 
in the country, including the $3,600,000,- 
000 stocks of the Federal Reserve Banks. 

Five high French officials and 5 other 
persons were burned to death when the 
giant tri-motored airplane, the Emeraude, 
the pride of the French commercial fleet, 
fell Jan. 15 in flames and exploded near 
Corbigny, France, on a return flight from 
French Indo-China.” 

Many died as a quake shook all India 
Jan. 15. Cawnpore was the hardest hit. 
It reports 300 houses wrecked and 7,000 
damaged. 

Mrs. Leita Montgomery White, 81, 
widow of the former Chief Justice of the 
United States, died at Washington Jan. 
15. 

The Senate and House Jan. 15 passed 
without amendment and sent to President 
Roosevelt for his signature the adminis- 
tration bill extending the loan authority 
of the Reconstruction Finance Corporation 
another year from Feb. 1, and increasing 
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its lending power by $850,000,000. The 
total lending power of the corporation 
thus was inereased to $3,750,000,000. 

A marked stimulation of exports and 
the repatriation of American capital from 
foreign countries at a greatly accelerated 
rate is looked for by the administration 
as a result of President Roosevelt’s latest 
monetary move. 


MERGING CHURCH FORCES 


Merger of the Reformed Church in the 
United States, and the Evangelical Synod 
of North America, which has been approv- 
ed by both denominations to take effect 
in June, is of special interest in this city 
and State, because of the historical con- 
nection of the Reformed Church, the larg- 
er party to the combination, with this 
State and its present strength here. 

The Reformed Chureh in the United 
States was established by the Germans 
who began to come to this State in Penn’s 
time, but immigrated in much greater 
numbers early in the 18th century. The 
national headquarters are in this city, and 
according to the last Federal census of 
Churches almost two-thirds of the denom1- 
nation’s membership is in Pennsylvania. 

The Evangelical Synod of North Amer- 
ica also owes its origin to German immi- 
gration, its beginnings in this country go- 
ing back to 1840, when a Synod was organ- 
ized in Missouri. Its greatest strength is 
in the Mid-West. 

Church mergers, of which a number are 
under consideration at this time, prevent 
duplication of effort and organization, 
costly in energy and money; they increase 
the influence of the enlarged body in the 
country. The natural first step to a larger 
unity is the union of denominations of 
similar doctrine and organizations. 


—Philadelphia Bulletin. 


A Letter to the Editor 


To the Editor of the 
“Reformed Church Messenger’, 
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania. 
My dear Mr. Editor: 

I have often admired the excellence of 
the “Reformed Church Messenger” and 
received the impression that it is delight- 
fully broad in its vision, a very reliable 
informant, and withal tolerant toward 
other religions. Hence I am somewhat sur- 
prised to see, in its issue of Sept. 28, an 
article from a contributor who refers to 
Christian Science as “one of the current 
religious fads.” ‘ ; 

Just why this contributor, in his article 
on “Exchanging Gods’, should so refer to 
a world-wide religion which has success- 
fully withstood every conceivable form of 
misrepresentation and attack, and classify 
it with spiritualism and atheism, and then 
say in the same sentence, “but I am not 
thinking of that group”, is inexplicable, 
except only as the wish is father to the 
thought. 

There is not the faintest possibility of 
refuting the spiritual and scientific basis 
of Christian Science by implying that it 
is a passing notion, hobby, whim or craze, 
as the dictionaries define a fad. It takes 
but a careful examination of current press 
reports and late writirgs to show that to- 
day the great teachings of the world, com- 
prised in natural science, philosopy, theol- 
ogy and even medicine, are converging 
with remarkable speed toward a common 
center. And at this center stands, modest- 
ly but firmly, the teaching of Mary Baker 
Eddy, Discoverer and Founder of Christian 
Science: “There is but one primal cause. 
Therefore there can be no effect from any 
other cause, and’ there ean be no reality 
in aught whith does not proceed from this 
great and only cause” (Science and Health, 
». 207). 
hee undeniably present the 
creation of God as ineluding heaven and 
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earth and all that therein is. Clearly then 
one spiritual intelligenee based on un- 
changeable law and scientific truth em- 
braces and governs the whole of reality, 
as comprehended in Mrs. Eddy’s statement. 
The conviction almost forees itself upon 
one’s consciousness, that no cessation of 
war may be expected among nations, nor 
end of strife among people, so long as the 
popular Churehes set an example for them 
by openly antagonizing other sincere fol- 
lowers of the Master. There is a legiti- 
mate way of competing in religion. “The 
Christian Scientist,” writes Mrs. Eddy in 
Science and Health (p. 450), “has enlisted 
to lessen evil, disease, and death.’’ Other 
religionists are respectfully and _ heartily 
invited to excel in this respect. 
Sincerely yours, 
Aaron E. Brandt, 
Christian Science Committee on 
Publication for Pennsylvania. 
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Woman’s Missionary 
Society News 
© 600 


Helen Ammerman Brown, Editor 
Selinsgrove, Pa. 


A 40% Cut. Since we received the 
cablegram announcing a 40% cut in our 
budget, we must close some department. 
Chinese money exchanges high at present 
for American money and we had hoped 
with the present rate of exchange to be 
able to pull through another year on our 
last cut, but alas! (An excerpt from a 
letter from China.) 
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Can you see girls and boys clamoring 
for the truth turned away with teary eyes 
from the school doors? Can you see the 
lame, halt and blind, told that there is no 
clinic in the Christian hospital any more 
for them—but that they must return home 
and suffer or go to a superstitious medicine 
doctor? Thus our neighbors are losing the 
opportunity for salvation. 


News Flashes. In December, Miss Gert- 
rude Hoy, Yochow City, China, was ill for 
several weeks with stomach ailment. Next 
month she and her mother expect to leave 
China on furlough and return home by 
way of Norway, there visiting Mrs. Kiaer 
(Mabel Hoy) and her 2 daughters. Mr. 
Kiaer is an active missionary in China. 
We earnestly pray that Mother Hoy may 
be. given physical strength for furlough 
preparation and travel mercies, so that her 
friends in the home land may have the 
privilege of welcoming her home. 

Christmas cards arrived from Mr. and 
Mrs. Edwin Beck. Hence we know they 
are happily reunited in their missionary 
residence in China after years of separa- 
tion. The cards were reproductions of a 
camera picture of beautiful Tung Ting 
Lake as seen from the Beck’s veranda at 
Huping Middle School, Yochow. We thank 


the Becks and hope that their voyage of 


life during 1934 may be peaceful and 
blessed and continue in rich fruit bearing. 


Miyagi Jo Gakko Literary Society, Sen- 


dai, Japan, observed its 41st anniversary 
last November. The program was intense- 
ly interesting and pleasingly varied. It 
showed fine talent and modern training. A 
piano ensemble (8 hands), a rhythmie 
child’s dance, a birthday party in English, 
a talk and living picture, vocal solos, es- 
says, a chorus, an English and a Japanese 
play were program numbers. 
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SUNDAY SCHOOL LESSON 
Prof. Theo. F. Herman, D.D., Lancaster, Pa. 
Sexagesima. February 5, 1934 
Putting God’s Kingdom First 
Matthew 6:5-13, 19-21, 31-33 


Golden Text: Seek ye first His king- 
dom, and His righteousness; and all these 
things shall be added unto you. Matthew 
6:33. 

Lesson Outline: 1. Praying. 2. Seeking. 
3. Trusting. 

In our previous lesson we considered 
the standards of the Kingdom of God, as 
set forth in the Beatitudes. Today we 
continue our study of the Sermon on the 
Mount. Our printed lesson contains three 
separate passages of the Master’s dis- 
course. : 

The first dwells on prayer (6:5-13). It 
forms a part of a larger section of the 
sermon, in which Jesus subjected almsgiy- 
ing, prayer, and fasting to a searching 
criticism, distinguishing the spurious from 
the genune (vs. 1-18). In these verses our 
Lord tells His disciples how a true citizen 
of the Kingdom will perform these char- 
acteristic offices of religion, not ostenta- 
tiously for the applause and reward, of 
men, but sincerely for the glory and ap- 
proval of the heavenly Father, “who sees 
what is seeret.” 

The second passage presents a new 
thought (vs. 19-21). It speaks of two 
kinds of treasure within the reach of man, 
and it bids citizens of the Kingdom to 
seek those riches that are eternal. In the 
final passage of our lesson Jesus exhorts 
His hearers to fling away all worldly 
anxiety, and trust God, their Father, for 
the supply of their daily needs (vs. 31-33). 


Let men seek first God’s Kingdom and 
His righteousness, then, “all these things 
shall be added unto you.” . 

Thus, in all these passages of our lesson 
Jesus sets forth the primacy and urgeney 
of God’s Kingdom. It should come first 
in our prayers, and in our practice. It is 
the supreme treasure that men must seek. 
Its blessings include all the minor riches 
of the abundant life. 

I. Praying. Luke’s narrative fixes the 
time and place when Jesus taught His 
disciples the Lord’s Prayer (11:1-4). It 
was His reply to their earnest request 
that He might teach them how to pray. 
For these followers of Jesus felt instine- 
tively that there lay the secret of their 
Master’s spiritual power and the divine 
source of His influence. Other prophets 
might teach and preach like Jesus, but 
none prayed like Him. No man’s commun- 
ion with God was so intimate and so con- 
stant. 

Matthew, with the utmost propriety, 
weaves the same prayer into the Sermon 
on the Mount. We may well assume that 
both the spirit and the form of this model 
prayer made an indelible impression upon 
the disciples. It was truly their Lord’s 
prayer. It breathed His Spirit, and it 
expressed His heart’s desires in its peti- 
tions. And first and foremost came the 
petition, “Thy kingdom come, Thy will 
be done in earth as it is in heaven.” 

We hear much in these days about es- 
tablishing and building the Kingdom of 
God. We think and speak of it as a task 
that Jesus began, and that His Chureh 
must finish. Rightly so. That, indeed, is 
the supreme task of the Church, to preach 
the gospel so that God’s will may be done 
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in earth as it is in heaven. We speak of 
it as the social mission of the Church. 
And we know that, in times past, this 
social aspect of redemption has been 
neglected. We were content, then, to save 
individuals, and to keep them safe within 
the bosom of the Church, until it pleased 
God to deliver them out of this wicked 
world. 

But in our lesson another aspeet of the 
Kingdom is emphasized. It is the gift of 
God, for which men must pray. It is God 
who establishes the Kingdom, not man. 
By His Spirit it comes, not by our ecclesi- 
astical machinery and manipulation. 

Thus the Kingdom is both a gift of 
God and a task for man. It is established 
by the Spirit of God, working in and 
through men, by the preaching of the 
gospel. But the primary fact is that it is 
God’s Kingdom, and not ours. And that 
supreme fact we do not sufficiently recog- 
nize and emphasize. Praying for its eom- 
ing is more effective than merely plan- 
ning for it in conventions and commit- 
tees. 

II. Seeking. According to the teaching 
of Jesus two kinds of treasures are within 
man’s reach; treasures upon the earth, 
and in heaven. And He had much to say 
about both. 

He saw the deadly peril of riches, how 
they blinded the eye, ensnared the soul, 
and deceived the heart of man. Frequent- 
ly, He warned His hearers against the 
spirit of covetousness. He did not con- 
demn the acquisition of possession of 
wealth. In His Kingdom poverty is no 
virtue, and wealth no vice. A man may be 
rich and a friend of God, like Abraham, 
or he may share both the riches and the 
spirit of a Dives. But Jesus condemned 
in vehement language the mastery of a 
man by his money. He poured out His 
lamentations upon men who forget and 
neglect their spiritual needs, in their 
eager pursuit of money. 

And that was the danger of the Gali- 
leans whom He was addressing. They 
were thrifty and energetic fisher-folk and 
merchants. They were seeking riches with 
eager haste, and forgetting God and their 
souls in their worldly ambitions. Hoarded 
wealth among them consisted chiefly of 
precious metal and rich garments. Thieves 
stole their accumulated coin from _inse- 
cure hiding places, and moths destroyed 
their stores of purple and fine linen. 

To these people Jesus said, “Lay not 
up for yourselves treasures upon earth, 
where moth and rust doth corrupt, and 
where thieves break through and steal.” 
And He directed the attention of these 
successful money-makers to another kind 
of wealth, safe from thieves and secure 
against moth and mildew. “But lay up 
for yourselves treasures in heaven, where 
neither moth nor rust doth corrupt, and 
where thieves do not break through nor 
steal.” 

Jesus’ message about money and ma- 
terial possessions is timely in every age. 
Never, perhaps, more timely than today, 
when modern science has given us a truly 
marvelous material civilization. But what 
becomes of the intellectual, moral, and 
spiritual interests of life, in this mad 
chase after money and pleasure? Surely, 
the besetting sin of our age is neither 
skepticism nor atheism, but a downright 
secularism that is blind to spiritual values. 
We need not spend our time in seeking to 
convince men of the existence of God. 
Few there be who really doubt or deny 
it. Our difficylt task consists in getting 
nominal and _ theoretical believers in 
heavenly treasures to care for them so 
supremely, that they will seek them first 
of all. 

But, if Jesus’ message about earthly 
treasures is timely today, it is also cogent 
and econvineing. In these days of world- 
wide depression, our Master’s words con- 
cerning “moths and rust and _ thieves” 
have taken on a new meaning. We know 
their modern equivalents. And we realize, 
as never before, the folly of seeking sta- 
bility and security and happiness in the 
pursuit of worldly treasures. In the bitter 


school of experience, our generation has 
learned the truth of the teaching of Jesus. 
The tuition in this school has been high. 
Have we paid it in vain? When the world 
recovers from its depression, will it be 
a saner world, or shall we return to the 
folly of former days, “the happy days” 
some men sing about? 

Ill. Trusting. “Therefore I say unto 
you, Be not anxious for your life, what 
ye shall eat, or what ye shall drink; nor 
yet for your body, what ye shall put on.” 
Men may, indeed, choose either God or 
Mammon for their master. But the service 
of Mammon is slavery. It fills men with 
anxiety. And the service of God frees 
man from anxious care, and fills them 
with filial trust. 

Trust in God is the keynote of the King- 
dom life, and anxiety is characteristic of 
the worldly life. The anxieties of the 
rich and poor may differ in kind and de- 
gree, but both are frittering their lives 
away in feverish desire. There can be 
no peace nor quietness in the quest of 
earthly treasures. The fever of gain, the 
fear of loss, the daily struggle for more 
treasure and for new pleasure fill the 
heart with unrest and worriment. But if 
we make God our Master our heart is de- 
livered from its fear, and fret, and fever. 
That Master is our heavenly Father. His 
children may live trustfully and _ tran- 
quilly. 

Jesus used three arguments to support 
His exhortation. First, He argued from 
the greater gift to the lesser. God is the 
giver of life, and the creator of the body. 
Shall not His children trust Him to sus- 
tain the life He has bestowed? Then the 
Lord reminded His hearers of the utter 
futility of all anxious cares. He asked 
them a very pertinent question. “Which 
of you by being anxious ean add one cubit 
to His stature?” Finally, He bade them 
note the birds circling above their heads, 
and the lilies growing in profusion at 
their feet. If God feeds and clothes these 
lowly and humble creations, will He fail 
to provide for the daily needs of His 
children? 

The human heart is still troubled about 
the morrow, and burdened with dark mis- 
givings about the future. There is no 
escape from the torment of anxiety in the 
quest of earthly treasures. So long as 
men seek first food and drink and rai- 
ment, they must needs be anxious and 
troubled. The only cure of a troubled 
heart is faith in God. Only when we seek 
first His Kingdom and His righteousness, 
shall we find the peace of little children, 
living in their Father’s house, and under 
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CHRISTIAN ENDEAVOR TOPIC 
By the Rev. Charles E. Schaeffer, D.D. 


Feb. 4: Young People’s Part in 
Interdenominational Work 


Luke 10:1; Phil. 4:15-19 
(Christian Endeavor Day) 


The anniversary of the Christian En- 
deavor Movement furnishes a suitable oc- 
casion to consider the part which the 
young people have been taking in inter- 
denominational work. When Dr. Francis 
E. Clark organized the first Christian En- 
deavor Society he had in mind only to en- 
list the young people of his own congre- 
gation in Christian service. But a move- 
ment so vital and so spiritual could not be 
confined to the limitations of a single par- 
ish or of a local community. The move- 
ment soon spread with amazing rapidity. 
It almost from the very beginning over- 
leaped denominational bounds and enlist- 
ed in its fellowship young people of many 
communions. The reason for this is that 
it offered a way in which young people 
could express themselves. It met their 
needs, their desires. They could readily 
understand it. It was no involved doc- 
trinal scheme. It was a stmple, practical 
mode of Christian living. It emphasized 
Bible reading, prayer, Church attendance 
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and a way of life. These are fundamental 
expressions of the Christian life, and are 
not dependent upon any denominational 
peculiarities. Consequently, societies were 
organized across denominational lines. The 
young people soon recognized that they 
had many things in common and so they 
sought Christian fellowship with others in 
different communions and in different sec- 
tions of the country. The movement kept 
on growing, it widened its sphere and 
leaped across oceans and continents until 
today there is scarcely a land where Chris- 
tian Endeavor is not known or has not 
taken root. 

These societies were grouped into county 
and state and national and international 
organizations. These brought leaders of 
the different denominations together where 
they exchanged views and methods of 
work. They called forth the latent pos- 
sibilities of young men and women who in 
course of time became outstanding leaders 
in their own denominations and in inter- 
denominational work. It is not too much 
to say that the Christian Endeavor So- 
ciety has been a forerunner in interdenom- 
inational work. Before the Federal Coun- 
cil of Churches, before any of our City 
and State Church Federations were organ- 
ized, the Christian Endeavor Society was 
already in the field. It was a pioneer in 
this kind of work. It prepared the way 
for these other organizations. 

When it entered the field as an inter- 
denominational enterprise it had to over- 
come many obstacles. The time is not 
long ago that in the memory of living 
men the different denominations did not 
always dwell together in peace and har- 
mony. If they did not actually hate each 
other the denominations did not work very 
well together. Denominationalism has been 
one of the most serious defects of Pro- 
testantism. It corresponds in the Church 
to nationalism in the State. Nationalism 
has been a menace to world peace and 
world progress. Many sins have been 
committed in its name. So denomination- 
alism has been a bane to the Church. It 
has directed effort to the organization 
rather than to Christian life. It has mag- 
nified incidentals and minimized essentials. 
It has engendered strife and prejudice and 
bigotry. It has turned out a lot of nar- 
row minded Christians. It is frightfully 
expensive. It is economic waste. But 
fifty years and more ago the Churches were 
nearly all entrenched behind this system. 
Denominational walls had been construct- 
ed and people sought refuge behind the 
same. 

Now it was the young people who broke 
down most of this barrier to Christian 
brotherhood and fellowship. Today de- 
nominations mean far less than they for- 
merly did, and one reason for it is that 
the young people came together, learned 
to know each other, learned to work to- 
gether, and to have common ends and pur- 
poses. It did not involve the surrender 
of a single doctrine, it did not remove any 
peculiarities of worship or government to 
which any denomination adhered. The 
basis of union was a practical one. The 
denominations were brought together in 
Christian service, in co-operative effort. 
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EDUCATIONAL 
COLUMN 


Theological Seminary of the Reformed 
Church in the U. S., Lancaster, Pa. 


This is the oldest of the educational institu- 
tions of the Reformed Church. {[t is conducted 
by the three (English) Eastern Synods. The 
Professors, members of the Board of Visitors 
and members of the Board of Trustees are 
elected by the Synods. It provides a course 
of three years. It has a faculty of eight 
Professors and Instructors. It also offers a 
post-graduate course of two years, leading to 
Be degree of Bachelor of Divinity. Tuition is 
ree. 


For catalogue or information address the 
President, 


REV. GEO. W. RICHARDS, D. D., LL. D., 
Lancaster. Pa. 


Franklin and Marshall 
College 


Lancaster, Pa. 


Offers Liberal Courses in The Arts and 
Sciences 


Seven new buildings recently erected. 
The “Fackenthal Laboratories” offers 
most complete equipment for work in the 
Sciences for pre-medical students. The 
new indoor Swimming Pool completes a 
very thorough equipment for athletics. 
The Plan of Comprehensive Final Exam- 
inations enriches the curriculum and 
provides for the most modern needs in 
aducation. Write for catalog. 


HENRY EB APPLE Dy D:.ilab. D:. 
President. 


URSINUS COLLEGE 


GEORGE L. OMWAKE, LL.D., President 


Approved by the Middle States Association of 
Colleges and Secondary Sshools, The American 
Association of University Women and the Asso- 
ciation of American Universities. Exceptional ad- 
vantages for instruction and study in all branches 
of the sciences and the liberal arts. Group System 
providing special preparation for the professions 
and intellectual occupations. Fourteen modernly 
equipped laboratories, two fine auditoriums, twenty- 
six classrooms, and more than a score of confer- 
ence rooms for professors. Library and Gymnasium. 
Twenty acres of improved fields for athletics. A 
strictly residential college for men and women. 
Expenses held to a minimum. 


For information address 
FRANKLIN I. SHEEDER, Jr. 


Registrar 
COLLEGEVILLE PENNSYLVANIA 


The Mercersburg 
Academy 


Thorough instruction; college prepar- 
atory work being especially successful. 
Personal interest is taken in each boy, 
the aim being to inspire in every pupil 
the lofty ideals of thorough scholarship, 
broad attainments, sound judgment and 
Christian manliness. For catalogue and 
further information, address 
BOYD EDWARDS, D.D., S.T.D., LL.D. 


Headmaster, Mercersburg, Pa. 


Hood College 


Joseph H. Apple, LL.D., 
President 

Accredited college for women. A.B., 
and B.S. in Home Economics. 
Teacher-training. Twelve modern, 
well-equipped buildings, including 
new dormitory. 125 acres. 

For catalogue address 
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They discovered that there were good 
Christian people in all denominations and 
that if they understood each other they 
could work together, and if they once 
worked together they would soon under- 
stand one another better. 

The need for whole-hearted interdenomi- 
national. work must be apparent to all. 
It is quite evident that the problems be- 
fore the world today cannot be solved by 
the efforts of one denomination working 
by itself. Isolation only multiplies our 
problems. Co-operation alone can solve 
them. There are the social and economic 
problems in our cities today. One denomi- 
nation simply cannot compete with them. 
It would not have the money or the work- 
ers required. It is only when all the de- 
nominations in a given community pool 
their resources and are controlled by a 
common aim and purpose that anything 
really worthwhile can be accomplished. 
There are our rural problems, the country 
Church, the farm life, the whole agricul- 
tural problem—what denomination by it- 
self is equal to the solution of this prob- 
lem? There is the stand which Christian 
men and women must take in behalf of 
good citizenship—can any one Church ade- 
quately meet the situation? There is the 
problem of peace and war—can one denom- 
ination create and crystallize enough pub- 
lic sentiment that the nation will seek 
peace and not resort to war any more? 
There is the temperance question which 
has been thrust upon us with a new aspect 
—can one denomination create enough sen- 
timent that men and women will lead sober 
and decent lives? There is the problem 
which Protestantism faces in America and 
throughout the world, the indifference on 
the part of so many people to the Church 
and to an ethical society and a Christian 
social order—what one denomination is 
equal to this task? 

Consequently the young people have a 
great opportunity and a great obligation. 
The meeting of these problems is the very 
thing to which Christian Endeavorers have 
pledged their lives. They are supposed to 
stand for these high ideals, but they are 
to stand together in their achievement. 
They join hands and hearts in a common 
cause across denominational fences. It is 
precisely for this reason that Christian 
Endeavor is bound to continue as a Chris- 
tian movement in our Churches. There are 
those who declare that the movement has 
about spent its force and that it is ready 
to be scrapped with other movements that 
came and went. But if our young people 
serve to bring the Churches closer together, 
and if they show us how to work across 
denominational lines,*then the mission of 
the Society has as yet not been accom- 
plished and we ask whether the movement 
has not come to the Kingdom for such a 
time as this. On this anniversary day let 
us take new heart and fresh courage and 
go forth on our way working together and 
seeking to bring the Churches of our land 
into ever closer fellowship and more cor- 
dial co-operation. 


25TH ANNIVERSARY CELEBRATION 
FIRST ENGLISH REFORMED 
CHURCH, FREEPORT, ILL. 


On Nov. 26, the First English Reformed 
Chureh, of Freeport, Ill., celebrated the 
25th anniversary of the dedication of their 
building. The organization of the congre- 
gation took place a little earlier than the 
dedication, but this. celebration was to 
all intents an observance of both events. 
The story of the growth and development 
of First English Reformed Church is both 
an encouragement and an inspiration. The 
beginnings of the work were small and 
inauspicious, the Sunday School being or- 
ganized with but 6 children and the char- 
ter membership of the Chureh included 
but 12 names. Through the years, how- 
ever, there has been a steady growth and 
today the membership of the Church num- 
bers nearly 300. 

The inauguration of this work was be- 
gun when the Publication and Sunday 
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Cedar Crest College 
The Reformed Church 


ALLENTOWN, PENNA. 
WILLIAM F. CURTIS, Litt. D. 
President 
A. B. and B, 8. Degrees 


Religious Education and Social Service es- 
pecially commended by our Church leaders, 
Exceptional Opportunities for Permanent 
Investments. Confer with the President 
or his Field Associate, Rev. George W. 
Spotts, Telford, Pa. 


Franklin and Marshall 
Academy 


Lancaster Pennsylvania 
A College Preparatory School for Boys 


Enters about 40 boys per year to 12 to 
15 colleges. Phi Beta Kappa honors in 
four colleges last year. Fine school home, 
thorough work and helpful supervision, 
Moderate cost. 


Send for illustrated catalogue. 


EDWIN M. HARTMAN, A. M. Pd.D., 
Principal 


Catawba College 


An accredited college for men and women, lo- 
cated in the healthful Piedmont region of North 
Carolina. Courses lead to the A.B. and B.S. de- 
grees. Special emphasis on preparation for the 
professions, business life, home economics, and 
music. Graduates now enrolled in leading eastern 
professional and graduate schools. 

Outstanding Features: 
High scholarship Wholesome campus life 
Minimum charges 
Well-developed program of indoor and outdoor sports 
Summer Sessions: 
June 12 to July 21; July 24 to September 1 
For catalog and registration blanks, address the President, 


HOWARD R. OMWAKE, Ped. D., Litt. D. 
Salisbury, N. C. 
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TIFFIN, OHIO 


A STANDARD COLLEGE FOUNDED 1850 
CO-EDUCATIONAL 


College of Arts and Science 
Conservatory of Music 
School of Oratory 
Art Department 


Heidelberg insists upon high standards of 
scholarship, personal contact with mature teachers, 
an unmistakable Christian atmosphere, and the 
minimum expense. 


During the College year 1930-31 Heidelberg had 
six debates with other colleges and won four of 
them; one hundred and thirty debates in twenty- 
pts years—ninety-three victories and thirty-seven 
efeats. 


For free catalogue write to 


CHARLES E. MILLER, D.D., LL.D. 
President. 


School Board sent workers into the eom- 
munity to make a survey of its desirabil- 
ity as a new missionary field. This sur- 
vey was made by Rey. C. G. Beaver and 
his wife in the summer of 1906, while Mr. 
Beaver was still a student in Heidelberg 
Theological Seminary. They succeeded 
in organizing a Sunday School. Upon the 
return of Rev. Mr. Beaver to the Seminary 
the work was taken over by Rev. R. F. 
Shultz and the organization of the con- 
gregation was effected. His period of 
labor was short, and in 1907 Rey. C. M. 
Rohrbaugh was called as pastor. At the 
same time the Board of Home Missions 
assumed the financial support. Upon as- 
suming his responsibilities as pastor, Rev. 


Mr. Rohrbaugh inaugurated plans for the — => 
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securing of an adequate and_ suitable 
Chureh plant. Under his energetie and 
sacrificial leadership the plan was realized 
and in November, 1908, the beautiful and 
adequate Church building was finished and 
dedicated. Here is a splendid illustration 
of what an adequate equipment may mean 
in helping a mission Church establish it- 
self and come to early self-support. This 
Church received help from the Board of 
Home Missions until 1924, but during the 
years it was receiving help it was paying 
back to the Board the amounts which had 
been advanced for the erection of the 
building. An adjoining property with a 
commodious house was also secured for 
a parsonage and all indebtedness has been 
met. Other pastors who have served the 
congregation in addition to those already 
mentioned have been: Rev. W. Sherman 
Kerschner, 1912-1914; Rev. A. J. Michael, 
1915-1923; Rev. E. G. Homrighausen, 1924- 
1929; and Rev. Gerson §S. Engelmann, 
since 1930. 

The anniversary day services consisted 
of morning, afternoon and evening meet- 
ings, which were attended by audiences 
which taxed the capacity of the building 
to the limit. At the morning service the 
anniversary sermon was preached by Rev. 
A. J. Michael, Maywood, IIll., whose ser- 
mon subject was “Celebrating a Venture 
of Faith.” The speaker paid a special 
tribute to Rev. Mr. Rohrbaugh, through 
whose untiring efforts the organization 
became a going concern. In the after- 
noon the Rey. Dr. Homrighausen spoke on 
the subject “Germany Today.” For two 
hours the speaker held an interested audi- 
ence as he outlined conditions as he had 
personally observed them in that country 
during the past summer. The clear and 
forceful presentation of this subject was 
most helpful and informative. In the 
evening Dr. Homrighausen also preached 
the sermon on the subject, “The Church 
of the Future.” During the noon hour a 
sumptuous “Fellowship Dinner’ was served 
in the dining room by the women of the 
congregation. 

Two things are outstanding in the his- 
tory of this Church. The first is the gen- 
erous benevolence contributions which 
have always been given for the support of 
the work of the denomination. The sec- 
ond outstanding feature is that through 
the years this has been a young people’s 
Church. To see the large groups of young 
men and women participating in all the 
Church activities and services is most in- 
spiring. 

Since 1930 the congregation had been 
following the leadership of the Rev. and 
Mrs. Gerson S. Engelmann. Their leader- 
ship is evidenced in the well ordered pro- 
grams of the various organizations. Their 
ministries in the community and their 
participation in civie activities are nota- 
ble. This celebration will long be remem- 
bered by all who had the privilege of 
participating in it. 


BETHANY ORPHANS’ HOME 

Rev. Henry E. Gebhard, Superintendent 

The Board of Managers and Ladies’ Vis- 
iting and Advisory Committee which met 
on Thursday, Jan. 11, were well attended. 
Five children were admitted in addition to 
the 7 children admitted during the quarter 
by our Execytive Committee. 

We wish to extend a cordial greeting 
to Elder Walter F. Meck of Schuylkill 
Haven, who has accepted a position on our 
Board of Managers. This again removes 
all vacancies from our Board of Managers. 

The Ladies’ Committee has made pos- 
sible the purchase of two barrels of spray 
paint and an-electric spray pump. This 
labor saving machine will not decrease em- 
ployment but will enable our present em- 
ployees to keep the buildings in a more 
cheerful and presentable condition. 

Mr. Lee Loos, a student of Eastern Theo- 
logical Seminary, preached to the children 
on Sunday, Jan. 14. 

Robert Duncan was dismissed to live 
with a farmer near Royersford. 
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outwardly demand that the various 
Chureh organizaions of youth drop their 
Church allegiancies and join with them, 
it is evident that this is what many want, 
and it is hard for the Chureh groups to 
withstand the pressure of a great popular 
powerful movement, membership in which 
gives one both social standing and the 
feeling of being on the winning and pop- 
ular side. No one should fail to read Dr, 
Macfarland’s interview with Hitler on 
the question of the relation of Church 
and State—an interview very freely 
granted and where all the talking was 
not on Hitler’s side. There is also an in- 
terview with Karl Barth, who is the most 
outspoken critic of Hitler’s position re- 
garding the Church and who has gathered 
to himself a considerable following of 
those like-minded with him in theological 
matters. One of the fundamental convic- 
tions of the “German Christians” is that 
the German Church has been called of 
God, set apart by Him to do a great 
thing for Germany, and that He is dis- 
closing His will in this New Church— 
some of the leaders have even gone so 
far as to recommend the throwing away 
of the Old Testament and parts of the 
New and trusting in a German God. Of 
course, this whole idea of any present 
communion with God is rank heresy to 
a Barthian, and he can have nothing to 
do with a Chureh which takes any com- 
mands from any source other than the 
Word of God. 
—Frederick Lynch 


BOOK REVIEWS 


Frozen Assets, by William E. Biederwolf. 
Published by Wm. B. Eerdmans Pub. Co. 
Price, $1. 

This is a book of sermons by a well- 
known preacher. While the author belongs 
to the conservative wing of the Church 
as regards theology, the sermons are not 
labeled as either liberal or fundamental 
in spirit. Dr. Biederwolf is a prince among 
preachers. It has been my privilege to 
hear him on a number of occasions and his 
sermons never failed to inspire and edify. 
He is a man of deep conviction in regard 
to certain doctrines, but in his preaching 
he proclaims a rich and an abounding 
Gospel rather than arguments on some 
controversial statements of theology. This 
volume of sermons bears testimony to this 
fact. The book has real homiletical value. 

—P. J. D. 


Contemporary American Theology. Edited 


by Vergilius Ferm. Second Series. 

Round Table Press, Ine., New York. 

Pages 370. Price $3. 

The book contains eleven theological 
autobiographies. It completes the study 
of current theology as revealed in the 
lives of some twenty of its best known 
students and teachers. These two volumes 
aim at a complete cross-section of con- 
temporary theism, in all its profuse va- 
riety. But it is a cross-section of the life 
that creates and conditions theology, of 
the circumstances that color it, rather than 
of theories and systems. 

That constitutes the charm of the book, 
and its unique value. It is a picture gal- 
lery of living souls. Each chapter is the 
self-portrait of a man’s quest of theologi- 
cal certainties. It furnishes the master- 
key to the meaning of his writings. 

One can speak of such a book only in 
terms of highest praise. But its aim and 
its candor disarm criticism. It is not the 
conclusions that matter. They reflect all 
the conflicting trends of modern thought. 
It is the intimate glimpse we get into the 
real worship of theologians, which is the 
laboratory of life, that fully entitles the 
publication to the generous welcome it has 
received. It furnishes striking illustra- 
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tions of the fact that it is the heart that 
makes the theologian. 


The second series of the publication con- 
tains some of the most famous and popular 
names among American theologians, in- 
cluding John Baillie, our Swander lecturer 
for this year. It is the indispensable com- 
panion and completion of the first volume. 
Ministers and laymen, who seek guidance 


and orientation in the confused realm of 
modern. theology, will find it admirably in 
this publication. 

© —Theo. F. H. 


OMIM AGS GENE 


THE REV. CHARLES A. WARNER 

Rey. Charles A. Warner died on Christ- 
mas Day from the result of an automobile 
accident which occurred on the afternoon 
of Dee. 23. Mrs. Warner also was injured 
in the accident, but the two children es- 
eaped injury. 

Mr. Warner came to Dayton on Sept. 10, 
1929, as the Program and Religious Work 
Secretary of the Dayton Young Men’s 
Christian Association. He was 45 years 
old. His widow, Mrs. Ethel Warner, is a 
daughter of Rev. and Mrs. Wm. H. Shults, 
and she is also a sister of Rey. Frank 
Shults. Prior to his coming to Dayton Mr. 
Warner was General Secretary of the 
Austin Branch of the Chicago Y. M. C. A., 
having been connected with the Chicago 
Association for 13 years. 

He graduated from Heidelberg College, 
Tiffin, Ohio, in 1916. During his undergrad- 
uate days Mr. Warner played on the 
Heidelberg football team, and since com- 
ing to Dayton he took an active part in 
the activities of the Dayton Heidelberg 
Alumni Association. After studying at 
Heidelberg, Mr. Warner studied at the 
Union Theological Seminary and received 
the Bachelor of Philosophy degree in 1922. 
Following his work in the Seminary he 
was ordained to the Gospel ministry in 
the Reformed Church. 

Mr. Warner, since coming to Dayton, 
had sponosored a number of movements, 
including the Christian Leaders’ Institute, 
the “Y” Forum, the Slutz Study Class, the 
Flory Bible Class for Sunday School teach- 
ers, the Stibitz Bible Class and Sunday 
evening services at the National Military 
Home, and at local parks during the sum- 
mer months. He was a member of the 
Central Church, where he was General 
Superintendent of the Sunday School. He 
belonged to the Masonie Lodge at his 
former home city, Huntertown, Ind., and 
was a member of Post 89, American 
Legion. Mr. Warner is survived by his 
widow, Mrs. Ethel Shults Warner; his two 
children, Rosemary and Richard; his 
father and mother, Mr. and Mrs. John A. 
Warner; and two brothers, Anson and 
Sylvester, of Huntertown, Ind. 

Funeral services were held in Central 
Chureh, Dayton, on the afternoon of Dec. 
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at 2.30 o’clock. The services were in 
charge of his pastor, Dr. Walter W. Rowe. 
The scripture lesson was read by Rev. H. 
Grady Shoffner, who represented the 
Southwest Ohio Classis. Mr. Henry Dick- 
son, General Secretary of the Dayton Y. 
M. C. A., made a talk, in which he stressed 
the activities of Mr. Warner in connec- 
tion with his work, and also his influence 
in the community. Dr. Rowe preached the 
sermon, basing his remarks upon the words, 
“He went about doing good—for he was 
a good man.” If “Te live in hearts we 
leave behind is not. to die,” then Charles 
A. Warner will live for many years. 
Early Thursday morning friends and 
relatives proceeded with the body to his 
old home in Huntertown, Ind., where an- 
other service was held in the little Church 
where he grew up. At this service Mr. 
Dickson and Dr. Rowe again spoke. The 
scripture lesson was read by Rev. B. E. 
Reemsnyder, and prayer was offered by 
Rey. R. A. Worthman, both of Ft. Wayne, 
Ind. After the service the body was. car- 
ried to the little cemetery near by the 
Church to await the Resurrection Day. 
—W. W. RB. 


MRS. SARAH J. STAUFFER 


Mrs. Sarah J. Stauffer, widow of the 
Rev. T. F. Stauffer, died at the home of 
her sister in St. Joseph, Mo., Tuesday 
morning, Jan. 9, 1934. Rev. Mr. Stauffer 
preceded her in death ten years last Oc- 
tober. She had reached the age of 85 
years, lacking a month. She was the 
daughter of Dr. and Mrs. Edward Kim- 
mel, of Berlin, Pa. Mrs. Stauffer’s early 
life was spent there. After her marriage 
to Rev. T. F. Stauffer, she was associated 
with him in his pastorates at Lincoln, 
Neb., Sioux City, Iowa, and Emporia, Kan- 
sas. About 15 years ago, at Dr. Stauffer’s 
retirement, they moved to St. Joseph, Mo., 
where Mrs. Stauffer became identified with 
the First Church, and was an active par- 
ticipant in the work of that Church, and 
the various societies. She was a living 
demonstration of the Master’s words, “In 
me ye have peace. In the world ye have 
affliction, but be of good courage, I have 
conquered the world”; also of the saying 
of John, “This is the victory that over- 
cometh the world, even our faith.” We 
conducted the last rites for this departed 
saint of God, Thursday morning, January 
11, 1934, in St. Joseph, Mo., and the body 
was taken to Sioux City, Ia., for burial 
beside her husband. 

She leaves a brother, A. G. Kimmel, 
Berlin, Pa.; and a sister, Mrs. J. B. Walk- 
er, St. Joseph, Mo.; a step-son, Russel 
Stauffer, Cleveland, O.; and a step-daugh- 
ter, Mrs. Mary Hoon, Sioux City, Ia. 

—J. B. Bloom. 


DANIEL M. HEEFNER 


Daniel M. Heefner, a well-known citi- 
zen of Waynesboro, Pa., for the last 50 
years, died suddenly at his home on Jan- 
uary 8, 1934. He was born at Mont Alto, 
Pa., Feb. 6th, 1858, the son of Daniel and 
Mary Ann (Miller) Heefner. His grand- 
father, John Heefner, who came to Amer- 
ica in 1767, was the original settler of 
Quiney Township. 

Mr. Heefner was married in 1882 to 
Anna Elizabeth Gift. They moved to 
Waynesboro in 1884 and continued to re- 
side there until he died. He was associ- 
ated with the Frick Company for almost 
40 years, retiring from service in 1923. 
He was a faithful and devout member of 
St. Paul Chureh and Sunday School. He 
served the Chureh in various capacities as 
Elder, Deacon and as a member of the 
Building Commitee when the present 
building was erected during the pastorate 
of Dr. E. O. Keen. 

Mr. Heefner is survived by his widow 
and seven sons, as follows: Emory G.; Dr. 
Mark L.; Faber W., of Waynesboro; Dan- 
iel and Dr. Henry H., of Mercersburg; 
Harvey M., of Louisville, Ky.; and Rod- 
ney P., of Washington, D.C. Two chil- 
dren died in infancy. 
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Funeral services were conducted in St. 
Paul’s Church on Wednesday, Jan. 10, at 
2.30 P. M., in charge of the pastor, Rev. 
Victor H. Jones, B. D., with interment in 
the Mont Alto Cemetery. 

—V. H. J. 


WILLIAM L. EARHART 

The departure of Mr. William L. Ear- 
hart on Jan. 11, brings to a close a happy 
family relationship and a worthy Church 
membership. His life was the kind we 
love to mingle with. His interests were 
the kind that delight the builders of a 
Christian community and promotes the 
welfare of the Church. 

From the days of his childhood fo the 
time of his departure at the age of 47 
years, he had an interest in the welfare 
of St. Mary’s Church, Silver Run, Md. He 
often held important places in the ad- 
ministration of the work of the Church. 
At the time of his death he was not only 
an active deacon, but also the secretary 
of the Consistory and the _ secretary- 
treasurer of the Men’s Bible Class. 


° 


PHILADELPHIA, PA. 


He was baptized in infancy by Rev. 
John G. Noss and at the age of 15 was 
confirmed a member of St. Mary’s. He 
took his relationship to the Church as a 
serious obligation. Through all kinds of 
weather he drove 9 miles to Church. He 
rarely missed a service of any kind. His 
last trip from home before going to the 
hospital for an operation for ulcers of the 
stomach was a trip to his Church for a 
Christmas service. The Church paper 
made its regular visits to his home, and 
while in the hospital during his fatal ill- 
ness the “Messenger” was constantly by 
his side. 

On Jan. 26, 1911, Mr. Earhart was mar- 


ried to Elva N. Koontz, who with a 13- 


year-old daughter survives to mourn his 
loss. Nearly 5 years ago an only son 
preceded him in death. 

Funeral services were conducted by his 
_pastor, Rev. Felix B. Peck, assisted by 
Rev. H. N. Bassler, D.D., on Jan. 14. More 
than 500 people gathered at St. Mary’s 


Church to pay their last respects to his — 


mortal remains. 
Silver Run. 


Interment was made at 
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